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June 2017 
Guns Save Life Meetings

 
•  Peoria: First Thursday:  June 1st, July 6th
Childers Banquet & Catering, 3113 Dries Lane, Peoria, IL  61604
•  Sangamon County: First Monday: June 5th, July 3rd
Scheels, 3801 S. MacArthur, Springfield, IL 
•  Pontiac:  First Tuesday: June 6th, No meeting on July 4.
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W Lincoln Ave, Pontiac, IL 61764
•  Champaign County: Second Tuesday: June 13th, July 11th
KC Hall, 1001 N Ohio Ave., Rantoul, IL 61866
•  Charleston: Second Wednesday: June 15th, July 12
U Hotel Conference Center, 920 W Lincoln Ave., Charleston, IL 61920.  
•  Chicago: Last Sunday:  May 28th & June 25th
DA’s Deli and Dining, 7260 West 159th Street, Orland Park, IL Chicago 
Exhibits and conversation here at 4:00pm. Meeting at 5:30pm

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:30pm. Meetings at 7:00pm.

Meetings are free and open to public.  
Come on out and join us. Good food, good fun and good friends.

Dinner is optional. 

WHAT 
NEXT?

Fight back!  Never give up!
A student practices how to break a two-handed choke at GSL Defense Training’s 
Critical Threat Management course.  In reality, her right hand would strike under 
her attacker’s chin, but that’s hard on the training partners.  Students spent the 
weekend learning situational awareness and threat management skills at the 
Timber Pointe Outdoor Center near Hudson, IL.  For story and more photos, turn 
to page 13. 

(GSL) - Now that the Illinois House 
has voted on the SB-1657 Dealer 
Licensing scheme, the big question 
facing gun owners is “what next?”.  
The bevy of Washington-based gun 
control lobbyists have not gone back 
to D.C.  Until they leave, they will 
continue to aggressively promote 
radical gun control in our state.

Will Lethal Violence Orders of Pro-
tection be the next bill we face?  Or 
will it be the new Senate Bill 556 
which would sentence owners of 
America’s favorite rifle to 4-15 years 
for merely taking their rifles outside 
of their homes?

Yes, that’s more time in prison that 
Chicago gang members receive for 
shooting people.

Or, will they push Senate Bill 233 
which would give local jurisdictions a 
blank check to regulate gun stores in 
their jurisdiction. These regulations 
would drive stores out of business, 

something that decades of anti-gun 
lawsuits have thus far failed to ac-
complish.  And gang violence would 
continue unabated.

You have the power to stop these 
suit-wearing, high-power lobbyists 
from Washington D.C.  When you 
get alerts from the NRA, ISRA and 
GSL, take action.  If the NRA-ILA 
asks you to contact your legislator, 
do so.  Have your friends do the 
same.

The gun control activists count on 
gun owner complacency to win.  Stay 
active, aware and engaged. Help 
keep your fellow gun owners up to 
speed as well.   By working together, 
we can defeat this attempt to strip us 
of our rights.
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Photos:  
From fun GSL 

meetings across Illinois

Pontiac Regional Director Jackie Gragson 
with Barb Holland, winner of a Bersa .380.

IDNR Wingshooting instructor Terry Doyle 
addresses the GSL Pontiac audience.

Wanda Schoch, left, and Kay Davis discuss 
off-body carry for ladies.

A museum quality piece, one of only 1200 made in 1860, made it to the Rantoul GSL 
meeting.  it’s a Colt 1860 Richards Conversion Revolver.  Given its outstanding condition, 
it’s probably worth well north of $10,000.

Support brace pistols are legal once more 
to shoot from the shoulder.

John Boch clowning around while show-
ing off a Man Pack as seen on Shark 
Tank.  Multiple compartments, etc.  Swing it 
around to access a hidden CCW compart-
ment.  One can also put a ballistic panel 
inside.

Rantoul GSL meeting main speakers Marilyn Smolenski, left, and Annette Chapman share 
a laugh as they put on a mini-CCW fashion show.  Marilyns’ wearing the unisex “Spitfire” 
by Man-Pack.  It’s a teardrop shape meant to be carried cross-body.

Barb won.  Again!
GSL’s Barb Holland won a gun two weeks 
in a row, this time winning the Heritage 
Arms .22/.22 Mag revolver in Rantoul.

One great door prize!  Milton Nichols won 
the Armed American self defense video set.

Chris Riech, left, takes time to get his 
picture taken with our main speaker, WWII 
veteran Vince Speranza from the Sanga-
mon County meeting.

Competitive fisherman Matt French coach-
es our audience on successfully introducing 
kids to fishing to get them off of the elec-
tronic devices and into nature.

Dave Swearingian won himself a Ruger 
LCP-II.  He’s here with GSL’s Kay Davis.

Austin shows off a 5.11 “Sarah Satchel” that 
hides a wealth of tactical featuers.  She’s 
holding it up with the “Packin Neat” car 
hook that can be attached to your passen-
ger seat headrest.  It keeps your purse or 
bag right next to you, or if you have a pas-
senger, it also works well to hang the purse 
behind the seat.



in order to jump, the US Army wouldn’t 
let Vince jump solo given his 91-year-old 
age.  So he got a tandem jump with the US 
Army’s Golden Knights elite parachute 
team.

After Mr. Speranza’s presentation, the audi-
ence gave him a standing ovation.  Vincent 
Speranza is a national treasure and we’re 
honored to have him.

Jay Ater and John Boch.  Boch won the pair 
of dueling social shotguns.

After our main speaker, we drew for the 
50/50.  Dale Lock made off with the 50/50 
prize.  We drew for a pair of social shot-
guns - “Dueling Shotguns” as Jay Ater 
described them.  John Boch’s name came 
up on the lucky ticket.

Pontiac
Pontiac Regional Director Miss Jackie 
Gragson called the meeting to order and 
led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  She wel-
comed newcomers and regulars alike, and 
we recognized the large number of veterans 
in the room.

Jackie asked for help leading the Pon-
tiac meeting, in terms of helping to identify 
speakers, helping out at the meetings sell-
ing tickets and so forth.  Please contact her, 
even if you can only help occasionally.  See 
page 22 for Jackie’s contact information.

Mr. Boch gave his Executive Director’s 
notes.  In addition, we voted and approved 
the nomination of Annette Chapman to 
replace retiring director Lou McClellan.

Rep. Tom Bennett, one of the good guys in 
Springfield.  We need more like him.

Representative Tom Bennett spoke, 
bringing us up to speed on the #1 issue on 
everyone’s mind (well, except gun rights 
activists):  The budget.  He didn’t sound 
optimistic that a solution will come anytime 
soon.  At the same time, he said some folks 
are talking some pretty drastic proposals.

Wendy Boch spoke on behalf of 
HOOAH’s Golfing for Heroes event, now 
moved up to August 26th.  The golf outing 
and fundraising dinner helps pay expenses 
for wounded soldiers to participate in 
outdoor activities of the organization, help-
ing those vets overcome the challenges of 
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Meeting Summaries
Chicago
Our Chicago Regional Director Alfreda 
Keith Keller called the meeting to order, 
her first since her starring role in a fea-
ture story in the Sun-Times.  As usual we 
recognized newcomers and our veterans.  
We held the meeting a week earlier than 
usual because of a scheduling conflict with 
our host, but will be back at our usual “last 
Sunday” meeting in May.

Alfreda delivered John’s Executive Direc-
tor’s notes.

Member Michael Slevnik stopped by on 
his way to a TV watching party.  A real life 
private detective for 25 years, Michael 
recently had a big role in an episode of the 
TLC series, “This is Life Live” where they 
followed him on an investigation.  The epi-
sode is available online at the TLC website 
(April 23, 2017).

A Guns Save Life Member living behind 
enemy lines delivered our main speaker 
presentation on “Guns for Survival”.  He 
brought a .22/.410, a AR-7 Henry .22 
“Survival” rifle and the incredibly versatile 
S&W Model 65 4” K-frame .357 Magnum 
revolver.  None are especially sexy, but all 
will get the job done to save your bacon and 
maybe get you something to eat as well.

Member Ken Moore brought his new 
Mossberg Shockwave shotgun.  For the 
complete rundown, turn to page 7.

Michelle Augustyn won the 50/50 and 
Milton Nichols won the Armed American 
self defense video set.  Bruce Hammer-
schmidt from downstate won the Ruger 
LCR .38 Special revolver (congratulations 
to him).  Also, our very own Beau Meskam 
got some great news since last month’s 
Chicago GSL meeting.  He won Charles-
ton’s Beretta Pico .380 Auto pistol.  That 
marks his second win of guns from the 
Charleston meeting since the first of the 
year!

Tickets for most of our drawing guns 
from various meetings are available at 
each of our meeting locations.  As these 
two men prove, it’s fun to win a gun!

Alfreda wrote of the meeting, “The audience 
had a lot of questions for the presenters, 
the spirit of the room was great.  Many ex-
pressed gratitude that we didn’t cancel our 
meeting, too.  Even better, we had a lot of 
new visitors and they planned to return and 
bring others.”

She continued, “I walked around and spoke 
to people grateful that GSL has a meeting 
here.  People like the food and location.  
Next month marks our two year anniver-
sary!”

Sangamon County
SCGSL Regional Director Jay Ater called 
the meeting to order with The Pledge of 
Allegiance.  We recognized our veterans, 
including World War II vet and Battle of 
Bastogne survivor Vincent Speranza.  In 
addition, we gave newcomers an opportu-
nity to introduce themselves.

John gave his Executive Director’s notes.

GSL’s President Steve Davis praised 
our GSL members for turning out at 
IGOLD and helping make this year’s event 
go smoothly.  “A big percentage of those 
present were GSL members,” he noted.  He 
introduced our new treasurer, Stacey 
Sweeney.  Davis also asked for a vote to 
nominate Annette Chapman to replace Lou 
McClellan who retired after ten plus years 
serving on the GSL board.  

Jay Ater gave the microphone to Mr. Vin-
cent Speranza as our main speaker and 
we have him pretty much the entirety of the 
meeting for his presentation.  The World 
War II vet didn’t disappoint.  He kept the 
audience on the edge of their chairs like 
only a history teacher who has “been there” 
could do.  

He explained how America is the greatest 
country in history, thanks to its freedom 
and liberty.  He told a story of April 19, 
1775.  America was the first Democratic 
Republic in the world.  Freedom isn’t free 
and millions have fought and died to keep 
America’s unique experiment alive.  

When the free world looked as though it 
would succumb to tyranny in World War II, 
American GIs fought and saved the day.  
Many died, and Speranza recalled how his 
unit visited Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest shortly af-
ter the Allies captured it.  He described the 
map on the wall, detailing Hitler’s plan to 
divide the world between Germany, Japan 
and Italy.  

He discussed his role in the Battle of Bas-
togne, ill-equipped and initially unarmed.  
The Americans, tremendously outnumbered 
and outgunned, held the Germans.  He re-
called how his unit gave him the nickname 
of “curse and traverse” for his work on the 
water-cooled machinegun mowing down 
advancing German troops.  

Speranza then lightened the mood, recount-
ing his story of bringing beer to wounded 
men and how the Belgians in that area later 
started brewing “Airborne Beer” after the 
war.

Vince Speranza at home with Airborne beer.  
Photo courtesy Springfield State Journal-Register.

From there, Speranza got much darker 
describing his unit helping with liberation of 
a concentration camp.  He barely wanted to 
speak of the horrors he saw there.

He concluded talking about how he got to 
do a parachute drop late last year.  Despite 
his background and passing a fitness test 

reintegrating back into the civilian world.

If you can help, donate prizes or want to 
golf, contact Wendy at 815 848-6248.  It’s a 
great, local, all-volunteer program.  And it’s 
tax deductible(!).

Main Speaker.  Terry Doyle, an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources wing-
shooting instructor discussed the very af-
fordable IDNR wingshooting program.  GSL 
has sponsored one of the events coming in 
June, open to women and youth.  Basically, 
the program helps people hit targets with 
their shotguns.  Those skills translate into 
more successful hunting outings, as well as 
fun recreational shooting endeavors.  It’s 
always more fun when you hit your target!

The event’s organizers make safety para-
mount, but they also make sure everyone 
has fun.  Doyle noted how a lot of woman 
are intimidated from past negative experi-
ences, and she and her fellow instructors 
do their best to overcome those fears.

They use Beretta A400 28-gauge shotguns, 
which are very gentle and comfortable to 
shoot. 

Terry likened overcoming fears of shotguns 
to her overcoming her own fears of snakes 
back when she worked as an IDNR police 
officer.  

One of our GSL members, a wingshooting 
alum, raved about it.  He called it “phenom-
enal” and praised the IDNR instructors’ abil-
ity to work with kids as well as adults.  Even 
veteran shooters will do well to attend.

Barb Holland won the Bersa .380 pistol, 
provided courtesy of Big R in Pontiac.  
Thank you Big R and thank you Jackie for 
another good meeting.

Peoria
Kay Davis opened the meeting with The 
Pledge of Allegiance, recognition of veter-
ans, and first time attendees.  John Boch 
gave the Executive Director’s report and 
had members vote on nominee, Annette 
Chapman, for a Board position to replace a 
retiring Lou McClellan. Nomination carried.
     
Matt French, a tournament fisherman and 
ordained minister, joined us as our main 
speaker. He considers himself a self-
proclaimed, Bible-thumping, gun-toting 
redneck. He spoke about the importance 
of building relationships between our youth 
and the great outdoors.  ...And how fishing 
can do just that.

Matt grew up on a farm near Congerville. 
His dad lost his leg when Matt was two 
years old.  Growing up, Matt did a lot of 
fishing and hunting to help put food on the 
table. Bringing up his own kids motivated 
him to work to get other kids involved in the 
outdoors as well. He said that kids need to 
be outside, using their imaginations.

Fishing is an easy way to get kids off their 
computers and outdoors, but it requires 
some pre-planning and preparation on your 
part as the adult.
    
Kids have a short attention span and will 
become bored if not catching fish.  So, be-
fore you take a child fishing, go fish yourself 
there first, so you know where there are 
likely to be fish. 

Meeting summaries  
continued on page 6.
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Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com

GROSS’ 
BURGERS
25 Henderson Street
Danville, IL 61832
(217) 442-8848

AIM 2 SHOOT
Schmidgall’s

Doug & Therese Schmidgall
Certified Instructors

IL Concealed Carry Classes
NRA Basic Pistol & More | Firearm Sales at GREAT prices!
217 652-6633 |  www.aim2shoot.com & Facebook

SPRINGFIELD, IL

March 23, 2017

ATTENDEES:  Ryan 
Sweeney, Stacey Sweeney, 
Treasurer, John Boch, 
Executive Director, Steve 
Davis, President, Larry 
Shurbet, Retiring Treasurer, 
Ken Miller, John Olden, Bob 
Holland, Allan Cermak, Lou 
McClellan, Adrienne Logue, 
Vice President, Bill Harrison, 
Joel Gain, Lois Morton, 
Corporate Secretary.

Motion to approve Febru-
ary, 2017 meeting minutes; 
seconded; passed.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  
John reports a visit to 
Springfield and an interview 
with USA Today.

PRESIDENT:  Steve and 
Kay attended the Tactical 
Conference in Little Rock; 
conference was well attend-
ed; Steve also reports 50 in 
attendance at the Chicago 
GSL meeting this month.

SITE MEETINGS:  Discus-
sion of each GSL meeting 
site and events from previ-
ous month.

WEBSITE:  John continues 
to look for new advertisers

SIGN COMMITTEE:  Allan 
will pick up the trailer; new 
storage facility will be able 
to house all GSL materials; 
seeking a new sign commit-
tee chairperson.

MEMBERSHIP:  Ken 
reports membership is up 
to date; he is working to 
automate GSL cards; Ken 
made a motion for a 5-year 
membership for $150; sec-
onded by Ryan; passed.

OLD BUSINESS: 
Treasurer transition: Central 
Illinois Credit Union will con-
tinue as GSL bank; Steve 
made a motion to allow 
Larry to have signature privi-
leges for 30 days (until next 
BOD meeting); seconded by 
Adrienne; passed.

Ken made a motion to 
authorize Stacey (our new 
Treasurer) to acquire a 1 gig 
Hotspot, if needed; second-
ed by John Olden; passed;

NEW BUSINESS:
Nominations for new direc-
tor to replace Jim Sharp; 
Steve has spoken with Tina 
Swim of the Well-Armed 
Women from Charleston; 
Ken made a motion to 

nominate Tina Swim as 
new Director; seconded by 
Adrienne; passed.

Steve brought up sponsor-
ship for Appleseed shoots 
around the State; Adrienne 
made a motion to spon-
sor Appleseed shoots in 
Georgetown, McLean, 
Danville and LeRoy with $50 
for each site for drinks & ice; 
seconded by John Olden; 
passed.

Allan made a motion to au-
thorize a $100 sponsorship 
for the Youth & Women’s 
Wing Shooting Clinic; sec-
onded by Ken; passed.

Allan made a motion to rent 
a 10 x 20 foot storage unit 
at Corky’s in Rantoul for $75 
per month; seconded by 
Ken; passed.

Steve made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Lois; 
passed.

Next Board Meeting:
Thursday, May 25th  6pm
Red Wheel Restaurant
741 Broadmeadow Rd
Rantoul, IL 61866

Following meeting:  
6/22/17

Board of Directors Minutes

Join the Guns Save Life family.
Membership form can be found on the back cover.

We have some open positions at Guns Save Life.  As we 
grow and become more influential, these positions help 
to get our message out to more and more people.  It’s 
exciting bringing people around to support gun rights in 
Illinois and beyond.  For more information about any of 
these positions, contact Steve Davis at SED@grics.net or 
call 309-335-1311

Burma Sign Team:  Want to help maintain and grow our 
sign program that reaches over a half-million people each 
day?  Even if you’re not tall (they make ladders) or built 
like Mr. (or Mrs.) America (we use tools), you can help us 
with our most visible project.  If you have a pickup truck 
and can haul a trailer, we’ve got one with everything in it.  
Also, if you want a role on the sign team leadership, that’s 
available as well!  Oh yeah, you get to help select some 
slogans as well to truly leave your imprint on highway travelers!

Peoria Regional Director:  Help lead the Peoria chapter’s monthly meetings by 
helping to schedule speakers and tech time presentations, select our monthly drawing 
guns and if you wish, emcee the Peoria monthly meeting location.  Bring your own 
“flavor” to The River City’s meeting.

Champaign County Regional Director:  Our Champaign County chapter’s monthly 
meeting needs a director to help to schedule speakers and tech time presentations, 
select our monthly drawing guns and if you wish, emcee the Rantoul monthly meeting 
location.  Bring your own “flavor” to our original meeting location’s events!

As always, Jim Henry and our Gun & Trade Show team are always looking for 
some folks to help out.  Of course, summertime is the slow time for gun shows, but if 
you’re available this fall, give Jim a call at 217-766-9961.  Working the shows allows 
you to meet all sorts of people and to promote gun rights among those who aren’t yet 
involved in our noble struggle.  

Web bloggers.  Have you ever wanted to get your feet wet doing some blogging on 
the Guns Save Life website?  John B. would love to get you set up.  Locate stories 
and write them up and you can become tomorrow’s nationally known gun rights blog-
ger!  Contact John at jboch@gunssavelife.com.

Do you want to help influence more people to support gun rights? 

Help wanted at Guns Save Life
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Storage 
Containers

For Rent or Sale

Containers Available in the following sizes:
8x10’  -  20’ 8x8  -  40’ 8x8
40’ 8x9.6  - 48’ 8.6 x 9.6

Perfect for seed or chemical storage

MEL PRICE 
CONTAINERS

1938 N. Bowman  -  PO Box 1637  -  Danville, IL 61832

 217 442-9092 217 304-1722
 prcml@yahoo.com melpricecontainers.com

by Warren Lind
Just a few short weeks ago, Lyda Krewson 
became the first female mayor in St. Louis, 
a city founded in 1764.  

In 1995, Lyda’s second husband Jeff 
Krewson died in a violent criminal attack out 
front of their Central West End row house.  
Accompanied by an 18-year-old aspiring 
hoodlum, a 21-year-old parolee named 
James Wade pointed a shotgun at Mr. 
Krewson and demanded Krewson’s Honda.  

The thug, who had already violated his 
parole multiple times, wore an electronic 
monitoring bracelet that was supposed to 
enforce a 4pm curfew.  Officials called the 
electronic device an “ankle shackle”.   In 
reality, a better description for the ankle 
device might be an “ankle joke”.

Krewson tried to drive away and caught a 
shotgun blast for his troubles.  He died in 
front of his wife and kids sitting in the back 
seat of the car.

Instead of campaigning to lock up criminals, 
she launched an anti-gun campaign, and 
later became an alderman.  

Now she is the mayor. But the crime rate in 
STL keeps rising.  Thankfully, her anti-gun 
agenda will go nowhere because the state 
legislature is overwhelmingly pro-gun.  

Anyway, the former police chief resigned 
when she became mayor, and the Interim 
police chief made a big announcement: he 
will equip all patrol cars with AR platform 
rifles!  

Gang-bangers are increasingly engaged in 
rolling gun battles using rifles including AK-
47s, so for the patrol officer to respond with 
his 9 mm sidearm or shotgun just doesn’t 
make sense.  

Bully for the new chief! Maybe now the 
good guys in STL will have a fighting 
chance! 

St. Louis’ First Female Mayor 
Goes After Gun Owners, Not Criminals 

by John Boch
So everyone is asking what happened with 
the Illinois Senate passing the Gun Dealer 
Licensing bill. In short, we lost two votes 
that we thought we had locked up.

Senator Harmon and friends made deals to 
lessen the opposition.  Obviously, Harmon’s 
plan worked.

You can also add that since the election, 
our guys have gotten complacent.  That 
same election has the other side simply 
apoplectic.  Hillary’s loss has bent lots of 
leftists out of shape since November.  On 
top of that, we’ve got a whole phalanx of 
Washington DC lobbyists pounding Illinois 
House and Senate members.

Downstate senate Democrats, worried 
about their left flank, tossed gun owners 
under the bus in an effort to prevent primary 
challenges. They figure they can smooth 
over hard feelings of gun owners if they get 
through the primary.  They must think we’re 
stupid in addition to forgetful.

Already some of these Downstate Demo-
crat Senators are trying to talk about voting 
for other pro-gun measures as a way of 
making up for the dealer bill. To them the 
dealer bill doesn’t effect gun owners. Its 
about those bad dealers in Cook County.  

These Dems refuse to believe that rules 

and regulations can be foisted upon dealers 
in a way to run them out of business. 

In fact, the sponsor of the bill wants a way 
to give a rectal exam to the gun shops he 
doesn’t like so as to shut them down. Never 
mind that Chuck’s Gun Shop underwent an 
ATF inspection last November, where ten 
ATF agents showed up unannounced and 
spent three long weeks going over their 
books. What did they find?  Nothing.

When was the last time you heard about ten 
ATF agents showing up to do an audit of a 
gun shop?  Yeah, Rahm and friends called 
in a favor with the Obama regime.  And the 
agents found nothing improper.  Not even 
an uncrossed “t”.

But that isn’t good enough for Senator Har-
mon. The results didn’t fit the narrative he 
wants. So he wants to now have someone 
else look at things and find a way to shut 
down businesses he doesn’t like.

The difference on this vote was made 
by downstate SENATE democrats who 
showed gun owners that they were more 
than willing to throw us under the bus. 
Expect to see them try to make some sort 
of overture to make amends.

The question for gun owners is can down-
state Democrat Senators be trusted to 
defend our rights?

Downstate Democrat Senators Tossed 
Gun Owners Under the Bus
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JUNE 2, 3 & 4  
South Pavilion @ Indiana State Fairgrounds 

Farm ponds are great places to fish, as are 
Sportsman’s club ponds where you will be 
surrounded with like minded people who 
are willing to help encourage the youth. Pay 
ponds, and city park ponds are also op-
tions.  Matt’s not a fan of big lakes or DNR 
parks.  Why not IDNR?  Because lawmak-
ers have stolen IDNR monies and restock-
ing lakes is pretty low priority stuff.

Matt recommended letting the kids play 
with the fish after they have caught it.  Let 
them touch it, take it off the hook and even 
dissect it if they want, to see what the fish 
has eaten. 

He also advised that you familiarize yourself 
with the equipment you will be using so 
you can show the child how to use it. It’s a 
good idea to take snacks along, too.  Make 
it fun and comfortable for the child. Keep 
the equipment simple - a spin casting reel, 
5 1/2’ rod, bobber, sinker, and hook.  You 
don’t need a lot of tackle.  A small tackle 
box with hooks and sinkers should do.  

Then, you need to have a positive attitude. 
If fish aren’t biting, direct attention to some-
thing else. Watch birds or others things 
around you.  Relax and have fun. Don’t be 
negative. Remember, “luck is where prepa-
ration meets opportunity.”
     
A couple of surprising facts: IHSA has 
200 bass fishing teams with about 15,000 
students participating. Like other sports, 
the students must be eligible to participate, 
so it encourages them to keep their grades 
up. Also there are over 450 NCAA schools 
offering scholarships for their bass fishing 
teams.
     
Matt brought a Zebco fishing rod pack-
age for one of the kids at the meeting. He 
donated it to the Sweeney children.
     
Tech Time:  Kay Davis discussed the use 
of concealed carry purses. She felt the best 
way to carry a gun was on your person, 
but when that was not possible, a purse 
or other off-body carry could serve the 
purpose. If you carry in your purse, it should 
have a dedicated compartment for the gun, 
ideally with a holster to hold it securely in 
place. She and Wanda Schoch demon-
strated several concealed carry purses, 
pointing out different features which made 
the purses unique.

Door prizes were awarded.  Bill Tillis won 
$117 in the 50/50 and Dave Swearingian 
won the Ruger LCP II .380.  Congrats!

Rantoul
Executive Director John Boch led the 
night with the Pledge, along with veteran 
and newcomer recognitions.  From there, 
he shared the latest legislative news and 
other happenings vital to gun owners.

John also gave the President’s Report 
for Steve Davis, discussing how the aver-
age American has a 1 in 50ish chance of 
becoming the victim of violent crime in any 
given year.  “It’s not a one in a million thing,” 
he pointed out.  Read more about this on 
page 14.  

Our longtime Director Lou McClellan has 
retired.  We gave him a round of applause 
to recognize his service.  His presence on 
the Board will be missed, but we hopefully 
will still see his smiling face at the monthly 
meetings. Thank you, Lou!  

Meeting Summaries
Continued from page 3.

Middle Fork State Fish & Wildlife Area 
near Collison, IL

Sat. June 24th & Sun. June 25th 
10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Young Wingshooters (male or female) 
10-18 yrs. old and Women

Instructors are Certified IL Department 
of Natural Resources and/or National 
Sporting Clays Association Wingshooting 
Instructors.

Lunch is provided for registered shoot-
ers.  Shotguns, shot shells, clay targets, 
traps/clay target throwing machines, eye 

and ear protection supplied by the IDNR 
and clinic sponsors
 
Reservations: Limited to 24/day.  Partici-
pants may register for either day.                 
Access the IDNR Wingshooting Sched-
ule at: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/recre-
ation/wingshooting  

Select the DATE after clicking “calendar” 
and that will get you the forms necessary 
to register.

Questions - 
contact Terry Doyle:  815-258-8474

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

Wingshooting Clinic
Learn to shoot shotguns at flying clay targets

The board his identified a replacement for 
him in Annette Chapman.  She owns Pistol 
Prep Academy and works with NRA-ILA as 
their election volunteer coordinator for her 
congressional district.  The members voted 
to approve her nomination.
 
Terry Doyle put in a plug for the upcom-
ing Wingshooting Clinic in Collison taking 
place June 24 & 25.  Space remains for 
women and under 18s.  Sign up at the 
IDNR website or contact her.  (See the an-
nouncement on this page).

Featured speaker Marilyn Smolenski, 
owner of Nickel and Lace, and Annette 
Chapman from Pistol Prep Academy 
treated 116 enthusiasts and honorable vet-
erans to a “fashionable” evening of methods 
of carry.  

Smolenski, who organizes the US Con-
cealed Carry Association’s massive 
annual CCW fashion event, brought her 
professionalism and expertise to our GSL 
assembly.  

Her “mini” fashion event proved not only 
educational but brought out lots of laughter 
from the audience.  In short, everyone had 
a great time.  Smolenski and crew show-
cased products new and old to the delight 
of the audience.  For most of us, no matter 
how we pack our heaters, there’s probably 
a better, more comfortable or easier way to 
carry.  

Marilyn Smolenski, left, and Annette Chap-
man react to John Boch testing a dress en-
semble on for size as the women discussed 
ways women can dress to conceal a firearm 
worn on the body.

These two ladies, with the assistance of the 
lovely new mom Ms. Austin and the brave 
Mr. Annette (Harold) Chapman, displayed 
a number of carry options for men and 
women on the market.  

Even GSL’s John Boch donned a hand-
some man pack made by Man Pack for 
the occasion. Annette explained that there 
is “no one size fits all” when dealing with 
holsters.  Factors of mobility, body type and 
personal preference dictate whether just 
one favorite or even the versatility of many 
options works for the wise carrying individ-
ual.  So indulge yourself with many options 
for carry be it for the office, the backyard, 
the gym or a night out on the town without 
costing a fortune.

Allan Cermack has stepped down as 
Rantoul’s Site Coordinator and GSL direc-
tor. Thank you, Allan, for your energy and 
innovative spirit!  

Continued on page 19.
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ECA Hunting & Trade Shows

June 24 & 25
Belle-Clair Expo

200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL 62220

July 22 & 23
Interstate Center

2301 W. Market Street, Bloomington, IL 61704

August 26 & 27
Belle-Clair Expo

200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL 62220

October 7 & 8
Belle-Clair Expo

200 South Belt East, Belleville, IL 62220

by Ken Moore
“Is that a shotgun in your pants or are you 
just happy to see me?”

Well, we’re always glad to see you.  No, it’s 
not a shotgun and that’s kind of the story 
here.  Allow me to explain…

It’s a Mossberg 590, 12 gauge, that has 
a bird’s head grip and a (gasp!) 14 inch 
barrel.  There are exceptions to every rule 
and this is a good example of one.  Al-
though it looks like a shotgun, shoots like a 
shotgun, this ain’t no shotgun and so says 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
Explosives and Really Big Fires.  Instead, 
the BATFE is calling the Mossberg 590 
Shockwave a “firearm” - and not a short-
barrelled shotgun.  It can be purchased 
over-the-counter at any gun store like any 
other firearm.

So how is this possible?  As a “firearm” 
the Mossberg 590 Shockwave meets the 
criteria of having 1) an overall length of over 
26 inches (26 1/8th  inches to be exact), 
2) a smoothbore barrel, and 3) it utilizes 
a shotgun-type receiver that never had a 
shoulder stock attached.

The MSRP is $455 but online you can get it 
for well under $400.  

At this price, the simplicity, potential acces-
sory line and the peace of mind of buying 
from a mainstream firearms manufacturer 
with the reputation of Mossberg, this is one 
heckuva bargain.  

It actually didn’t take long and I had mine 
in time for the April Guns Save Life meet-
ing and then the following day, the GSL 
Chicago Meeting Coordinator and I took it 
to the range for testing and evaluation.

For ammo, we used Aguila MiniShell 1 ¾” 
1250 fps 7/8 oz. slugs, Remington Slugger 
2 ¾” 1560 fps 1 oz. rifled slugs, and Xtreme 
Freedom Munitions 2 ¾” 1540 fps 1 oz. 
rifled slugs.  Because we were using an 
indoor range, we were limited to using just 
slugs.

We also tried out the OPSol Mini-Clip 
which is a rubber adaptor designed to fit 
in the 12 gauge Mossbergs to better aid in 
feeding the shorter shells and it did make a 
big difference.  If you plan on shooting the 
MiniShells, I highly recommend getting a 
Mini-Clip adapter from OPSol.  

Given the size, weight and the method of 
firing the Shockwave, I was very interested 
in trying out the Aguila MiniShell slugs.  At 
only 1 ¾ inches versus the standard 2 ¾ 
inches of a normal shell, I was hoping for a 

little mercy at my end after pulling the bang 
switch.  I was not disappointed.  The recoil 
of the MiniShells was quite tolerable, yet the 
slugs are still 7/8 oz and rated at 1250 FPS.  
It was kind of like shooting .38 specials out 
of a .357 magnum.  The other benefit of the 
MiniShells is that you increase your capac-
ity from 5+1 rounds to 8+1.  The Shock-
wave is also chambered for 3 inch shells if 
you have a masochistic streak.

Naturally the full size slugs had more 
oomph but it was still tolerable.  In fact 
we brought along a Mossberg 500 with 
a shoulder stock for comparison and the 
Shockwave was more comfortable to shoot.  
The bio-mechanics of shooting the Shock-
wave mean that the energy gets transferred 
through your arms with your elbows and 
shoulder acting like shock absorbers, 
versus all of the energy concentrating in a 
4”patch on your shoulder as with a tradi-
tional stock.

The birds head grip (also called a raptor 
grip) is also a superior handle over a pistol 
grip where your wrist is at a perpendicular 
angle to all of the recoil.  

Aiming the Shockwave takes a little prac-
tice.  We shot it from the hip and the first 
shots were high and left.  After about a 
dozen rounds we got the feel for it and we 
were making big holes in center mass at 5 
yards.  In our next tests, we’ll try holding it 
up at eye level for better aiming and also 
try some longer distances.  I’ve also seen 
videos of people shooting it one handed, 
but I’m not ready to try that just yet.

The short 26 1/8” length would make it 
easier to maneuver in close quarters, 
through doorways, down staircases than a 
full size shotgun.  No, it’s not a long range 
weapon and you may be thinking that at 
14” it would be useless shooting buckshot 
because the pattern would spread out like a 
floodlight.  However, I’d invite you to check 
out some videos to the contrary.  A number 
of people have shown that buckshot holds 
a reasonably tight pattern at home defense 
distances. 

Given that Mossberg decided to use the 
590 platform for the Shockwave, you get 
the thicker walled barrel but you still get the 
plastic trigger group.  If you want to step up 
to the metal trigger group as in the 590A1, 
you can swap them out if you so desire.

Not surprisingly, Remington quickly followed 
up with their own 14” barreled 12 gauge 
“firearm” called the 870 Tac-14, however it 
only holds 4+1 versus the Mossberg’s 5+1.

I’m a big fan of the Mossberg anyway 
because of the location of the ambidextrous 
safety at the top rear of the receiver and the 
location of the slide release at the rear of 
the trigger guard.  To operate either switch, 
you don’t need to change your grip.  Where-
as with the Remington, you need to move 
your hand completely to release the slide 
and I can never seem to remember which 
way is safe with the Remington button with-
out rotating the gun to see.  The Mossberg 
also comes drilled and tapped in case you 
want to add any accessories.  

The OPSol mini-clip does not work with the 
Remington 870 Tac 14.  If you want to run 
minishells in the 870, you’ll have to brave 
many misfeeds.

For improvements, I’d like to see a wood 
furniture kit for the Shockwave and I’m also 
hoping someone will make a good rubber 
bird’s head grip (hello, Hogue?) or maybe a 
custom Talon grip as the hard plastic raptor 
grip it comes with doesn’t have a lot of trac-
tion and it may be tricky to hold onto this 
with sweaty or otherwise wet hands.

Whether used as a range toy or as a home 
defense tool, this mini boomstick is a versa-
tile and highly affordable must have in your 
arsenal.  

Mossberg 590 Shockwave

By Warren Lind
First, take a page from the Left:  “Think 
globally, act locally”.  If you read an anti-
gun article from a syndicated national 
columnist, it is probably a waste of your 
time to write him or her; rather, concen-
trate on the media in your town/city, like 
the newspaper, television station, or radio 
station.  

Next, “give praise where praise is due”; if 
you see an accurate report on a gun-
related matter, then by all means contact 
the reporter to say “thank you”.  Report-
ers are human beings and they appreci-
ate positive feedback. 

Always be polite; bluster and coarse 
language will get you nowhere.  Instead, 
let them know you are a long-time paid 
subscriber to the newspaper, or that you 
regularly watch that particular channel.

Next, if you have gun-related credentials, 
like being an NRA-certified instructor, 
a LEO, an ex-LEO, relevant military 
training, then by all means share this 
information.  Don’t be afraid to share 
resources (web-links, statistics, etc.) 
with the reporter; don’t assume that they 
are a “gun-hater” when they may just be 
ignorant of the facts.  

I estimate that I have a 75% response 
rate when I contact local media.  My 
perception is that they like feedback from 
their readers/listeners.   

Interacting with the
Mainstream Media
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EPIC FAIL:  
Sell-Out of the Decade
Springfield Armory, Rock River Arms 
Trade Opposition to Illinois FFL 
Licensing Scheme for Carve-Out
by John Boch
On Thursday, April 29th, the Illinois State 
Senate passed bill SB-1657 by a one-vote 
margin.  The lobbyist for the Illinois Fire-
arms Manufacturers Association (IFMA), 
Jay Keller, traded that group’s opposition to 
the bill in exchange for a carve-out, remov-
ing Prairie State firearms manufacturers 
from the licensing requirements.

Two companies provide most, if not all of 
the funding for IFMA: Springfield Armory 
and Rock River Arms.

Back in March, the original version of SB-
1657 did not exempt manufacturers from 
the licensing regulations. At the time, Jay 
Keller and IFMA opposed it.

However, at a March Senate hearing, Keller 
stated that IFMA would reconsider its op-
position to SB-1657 if legislators gave the 
state’s gun makers a pass. State Senator 
Don Harmon delivered with an amendment 
exempting manufacturers from this bill.

At the last possible moment, IFMA dropped 
its opposition to the bill, going neutral on the 
witness slip. That serves as a very public 
position on a bill in Illinois politics.

The bill then sailed through Committee. 
From there it went to the Senate floor, 
where it passed 30-21-1.  At least 30 “yes” 
votes are required for a bill to pass in the 
Illinois Senate.

In response to this story, Springfield 
Armory released this statement to The Truth 
About Guns:

“The legislative process is a fluid process. 
The bill has only moved through one 
chamber, and it is still in the process. We 
fully support the Second Amendment and 
stand by it. The Illinois Manufacturers As-
sociation will continue to fight and protect 
not only manufacturers, but dealers and 
the gun owner as well.”

[Editor:  Neither Springfield, nor Rock River 
released  any further comment through the 
NRA Convention weekend, but the certainly 
heard about it from angry gun owners.  
Finally, four days later, both companies 
released statements claiming they had no 
idea what the IFMA lobbyist had done.

And then the next day, I dropped this...]
Springfield Armory & Rock River Arms 

Made Campaign Contributions to Anti-
Gun Rights Politicians
by John Boch
The gun community continues to react to 
news of a deal made by Springfield Armory 
and Rock River Arms to carve out an 
exemption from a state licensing scheme 
(SB-1657). Both Springfield and Rock River 
Arms have issued statements denying any 
knowledge of the deal negotiated on their 
behalf by the lobbyist for the Illinois Fire-
arms Manufacturing Association (IFMA). An 
organization funded by Springfield Armory 
and Rock River Arms.

We can now reveal that Springfield and 
Rock River have, through IFMA, donated 
tens of thousands of dollars to Illinois anti-
gun politicians over the last several years.

2012
In 2012, IFMA wrote a check for $10,000 to 
Illinois Senate President John Cullerton‘s 
campaign fund. The NRA-PVF F-rated Cul-
lerton has stood in the way of pro-gun rights 
legislation in Illinois for years. He refuses to 
allow pro-gun rights bills to receive a com-
mittee hearing, much less an up-or-down 
vote on the Senate floor.

A search of the Illinois State Board of Elec-
tions’ comprehensive list of IFMA political 
donations reveals no record of that check.  
Violations of the Illinois Election code are 
punishable by criminal and civil penalties.

IFMA also donated $1,000 to the Illinois 
Senate Democratic Victory Fund. That 
expenditure failed to appear on IFMA’s 
Federal Form 990 for the year.

IFMA’s $50,000 payment to J Alexander 
Hunt, Inc. — listed in the 2012 Form 990 
— also caught our eye. IFMA’s  lobbyist 
Jay Keller does business under the name J 
Alexander Hunt, Inc. The company shares a 
post office box address with IFMA.

Searching for J Alexander Hunt’s political 
donations at IllinoisSunshine.org reveals 
that J Alexander Hunt also donated $10,000 
to Citizens for John Cullerton. Which means 
the two companies contributed $20,000 to 
the Cullerton campaign’s war chest.

The money from Rock River Arms and 
Springfield Armory channeled through 
IFMA, however, failed to convince Cullerton 
to moderate his antipathy to gun rights. 
Not long after receiving the cash, Cullerton 
appeared at a gun control event when he 
praised Illinois’ prohibition on concealed 
carry and vowed he would do everything he 
could to make a new concealed carry law 

as restrictive as possible.

2013
Despite the failure of the 2012 contributions 
to further Second Amendment rights in the 
Land of Lincoln, the company employed 
by Springfield and Rock River Arms, J 
Alexander Hunt, Inc., made a $5,000 gift 
to Friends of Kwame Raoul, an NRA-PVF 
D-minus-rated state senator.

IFMA also provided a $3550 in-kind spon-
sorship for a fundraising golf outing orga-
nized by NRA-PVF F-rated Illinois House 
Speaker Michael Madigan.

IFMA sent another $10,000 check to 
Citizens for John Cullerton, matching their 
2012 contribution. Once again, our search 
of the Illinois State Board of Elections‘ 
records failed to show the donation.

IFMA dropped $2500 into NRA-PVF F-rated 
Illinois Senator Antonio Munoz “Citizens 
for Antonio Munoz” mailbox. That contribu-
tion isn’t found in our Illinois State Board of 
Elections (ISBE) search of IFMA campaign 
contributions. Neither is the $5,000 dona-
tion to Friends of Kwame Raoul. But it was 
reported on IFMA’s 2013 Form 990.

2014
And then there’s another $10,000 donated 
in 2014 to the Senate Democratic Victory 
Fund from the 2014 IFMA Form 990.  That’s 
not listed on our search of the Illinois State 
Board of Elections, either.

Clearly, Springfield Armory and Rock 

River Arms provided financial support to 
Illinois politicians who vigorously oppose 
Americans’ natural, civil and Constitution-
ally protected right to keep and bear arms.  
The above are just three years’ worth of 
campaign contributions to those opposed to 
firearm rights for you and me.

While it could be argued that these pay-
ments gave the gunmakers’ IFMA lobbying 
group access to their “enemies,” there’s 
precious little to show for their contribu-
tions in terms of defending or extending 
Illinois residents’ gun rights. Whether or not 
Springfield and Rock River arms should 
have even made the attempt is a question 
both companies will soon face from both the 
industry and consumers.

[Editor’s note:  All of the supporting docu-
mentation for the above can be found at 
The Truth About Guns, GSL’s website or if 
you google the headlines of these stories.

Both Springfield and Rock River severed 
their relationship with the Illinois Firearms 
Manufacturing Association within hours 
of the story about the campaign contribu-
tions going live.  Again, they claimed no 
knowledge of those donations, even though 
Rock River’s Chuck Larson served as the 
treasurer of IFMA and Springfield’s Dennis 
Reese served as President.

To date, Springfield has not returned a 
single query for comment and Rock River’s 
Chuck Larson did call, but didn’t want to 
make an on the record comment.]
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Who’s
ARRAYED 
AGAINST 
US

(GSL) - This year we have a new crop of 
gun control advocates working in Spring-
field.  These lobbyists, used to working in 
the major leagues of sleazy Washington 
politics, want to bring more gun control to 
our state.  If we aren’t careful, they might 
succeed. 

In Illinois, we’ve always had leftist foun-
dations and limousine liberals funding 
homegrown gun control groups.  Backed by 
the Chicago mainstream media and leftist 
Chicago Democrats, they perennially have 
a new “solution” to the violence plaguing 
Chicago.  It’s always a new flavor of the 
same concoction.  In short, more failed gun 
control for the law-abiding while ignoring the 
violent gangs plaguing the Windy City and 
smaller cities in Illinois.

This year, Donald Trump’s election has 
already started to drain the swamp in 
Washington D.C.  Today, anyone with an IQ 
high enough to open a ketchup bottle can 
see gun control has no future at the national 
level.

The swamp creatures, working for those 
billionaire-funding national gun control 
groups, need “work”.  They’ve settled on 
Illinois as their new home away from home.
They need wins.  Without wins, their pay-
checks stop coming.  And desperate people 
do desperate things.

So, who all has come to Illinois to set up 
shop?  Here’s a partial listing.  Not all are 
formally registered, but all are present to 
some degree.

Nationals now in Illinois.

Everytown.  The big dogs have pushed the 
Brady Campaign off center stage, thanks 
to Bloomberg’s money.  Everytown regu-
larly steps on the toes of the other national 
groups.  However, when you’re reportedly 
getting $50M per year in funding, you don’t 
have to play nicely with the other kids in the 
gun control sandbox.  

Moms Demand Action.  Yes, it sounds a 
little X-rated, but it’s about gun control.  In 
fact, these ladies are bought and paid for by 
Bloomberg as well.  Their leader, Shannon 

Watts, aka Shannon Troughton, President 
and owner of of VoxPop Public Relations, a 
boutique liberal PR firm, is described as a 
self-promoting tyrant.  She showed up long 
enough to deliver about two lines at a coun-
ter-demonstration to the NRA convention in 
Atlanta before her two bodyguards followed 
her to her black SUV to drive away.  Will 
she show up in Springfield?  We’ll see.

Brady Campaign.  Gasping for air as 
they try to keep their heads above water, 
the Brady Campaign has a tiny office in 
Chicago.  I suspect it’s there primarily for 
fundraising.  They lobby in Springfield, 
especially now.  Or they try.  Some of those 
newfangled ketchup bottles are tough to 
open.

Americans for Responsible Solutions.  
Gabby Giffords heads this group, along 
with her rocket-ship surgeon husband.  A 
true back-bench national group working on 
a very limited budget, ARS has dreams of 
becoming the nation’s premiere gun control 
group.  Their DC-based lobbyist has regis-
tered in Illinois.  You might recall them hiring 
the then ethically non-compliant lobbyist 
last year.  They actually hired two lobby-
ing firms last year to bully around the other 
gun control groups.  ARS failed miserably 
on every front and no longer employ either 
entity.  It’s unknown if they don’t have the 
money or were unhappy with the quality of 
service provided.

Violence Policy Center.  This national 
group specializes in creating sensational 
soundbites for a sympathetic mainstream 
media.  The VPC usually confines itself to 
writing junk science “studies” (which keeps 
the overhead down).  However, the VPC 
has made an appearance in Springfield.  
Talk about an also-ran group, barely keep-
ing its head above water operation.  Not 
sure they can afford more than a Happy 
Meal for their employees in the field.

A massive CSGV rally in suburban Chi-
cago.  Looks as though they overestimated 
their support with all those extra signs.

Coalition to Stop Gun Violence.  Best 
known for their over-the-top inflammatory 
posts on social media - like the one trashing 
Chris Kyle - CSGV advocates repeal of the 
Second Amendment.  Given that support 

for gun control has reached historic lows in 
America, they continue to represent the rad-
ical fringe of gun haters.  “Good riddance” 
one of their supporters wrote of Chris Kyle’s 
death.  Birds of a feather...

Law Center to Prevent Handgun 
Violence.  “Who?” you ask.  It’s hard to 
develop a national reputation when you do 
nothing notable.  That’s LCPVH.  They fre-
quently partner with Gabby Giffords’ group 
and that explains a lot.  The two groups are 
meant for one another.

Homegrown Illinois groups.

The Illinois Council Against Handgun Vi-
olence.  The ICHV has been around a long 
time.  Thom Mannard, their leader for many 
years, bailed out a few years ago when he 
read the writing on the wall.  Facing a cash 
crunch, ICHV closed their Springfield office, 
fired their lobbyist and slashed staff.  Today, 
their corporate office staff lobbies, led by 
Colleen Daley (no relation to the famous 
family).  They aren’t a gun control group.  
Or so they claim right off as they introduce 
themselves.  Bill Clinton didn’t have rela-
tions with that woman, either. 

People for a Safer Society.  Lee Goodman 
continues to lead his merry band of malcon-
tents right over the cliff.  Again.  Goodman’s 
last group, “Stop Concealed Carry” failed 
in every metric to stop adoption of right-to-
carry in Illinois.  He’s tilting windmills again.  
His idea of a safer society involves you 
becoming a sheep while the wolves feast 
upon us.  Notice how Mr. Goodman choos-
es not to live in those neighborhoods he 
supposedly cares so much about improving.

Gun Violence Prevention PAC.  This is 
William McInerney’s quasi-personal gun 
control outfit.  He and his wife are their larg-
est contributors and he is “Chairman of the 
Board”.  They have their own lobbyist, Kath-
leen Sances.  In addition, earlier this year, 
they had four lobbying companies working 
in Springfield on their behalf.  They’re down 
to three now. For whatever reason, Ms. 
Sances has elected not to register as a lob-
byist this year.

Former CeaseFire Illinois’ head Tio Hardi-
mann.   

Ceasefire Illinois.  The anti-violence orga-
nization formerly headed by a man arrested 
for beating his wife is partially funded by 
the State of Illinois.  Tio Hardimann’s wife 
refused to cooperate with his prosecution.  
Hardimann had a conviction for beating 
another woman in 1999.  Ceasefire hires 
“former” gang members to mediate disputes 
between gangs before they kill one another.  
Obviously a huge success in Chicago, 
right?

Are there more?  Probably.  It’s like gun 
control’s last stand.  Will we beat them?  
That depends on Illinois gun owners... 
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CHICAGOLAND NEWS

CHUCK’S 
GUN SHOP

14310 S. Indiana Ave 
(between 143rd St & 144th St) 

Riverdale, IL 60827 
(708) 849-4455   

Indoor shooting range!

JOIN US
AT GSL CHICAGO!

Join us at Guns Save Life’s Chicago Meeting on Sunday, May 28th at 
DA’s Deli and Dining in Orland Park.  We’ll have an update on news and 
politics, a main speaker sharing an interesting topic, a tech time presenta-
tion on a particular gun or type of gun, great food and fellowship and you’ll 
have a chance to win a gun!  Stay abreast of current events in the gun 
rights struggle and make some great friends with fellow gun owners, too.

DA’s Deli & Dining
7260 West 159th Street
Orland Park, IL 
Dinner, exhibits and conversation start around 4pm.  Meeting at 5:30pm.

Chicago (Tribune) - Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
on Wednesday proposed allowing gun 
ranges in more areas of Chicago in re-
sponse to a federal appellate court ruling 
that struck down the city’s zoning restric-
tions on the shooting facilities.

The new rules would allow gun ranges in 
business, commercial and industrial areas, 
provided the owners obtained a special-

use permit — which requires officials to 
take into consideration any objections from 
people and businesses in the surrounding 
area.

...The changes also would allow people 
younger than 18 to shoot at a range, 
provided they are supervised by a parent, 
guardian or trained instructor.

Chicago proposes easing shooting range restrictions

CCW licensee shots would-be carjacker in groin
Chicago (Tribune) - A man with a concealed carry license shot an armed man who tried to 
stick him up late Wednesday morning on the Southwest Side, Chicago police said.

Shortly after 11:30 a.m., the victim was standing outside his vehicle in the 5300 block of 
South Pulaski Road when two men approached and demanded his car keys, police said.

Instead of handing over his keys, the victim shot one of the men in the groin area. The 
other man took off, but he was caught a short time later, police said.

Chicago alderman stands by comments 
despite gang threats, police protection
Chicago (Tribune) - The Southwest Side 
alderman who’s under police protection 
after being threatened by gang members is 
standing by his statement that “no innocent 
lives were lost” in a Brighton Park mass 
shooting and says he will continue to speak 
out against the violence plaguing his ward.

Ald. Raymond Lopez, 15th, said the Chi-
cago Police Department posted officers at 
his home, office “and when I’m out in public 
if it’s something that needs to be there” after 
what officials termed “credible threats” from 
gang members.

“We’ll be discussing how much longer this 
additional support is required, but I know 
that’s not going to stop me from doing my 
job, being out in the community,” Lopez said 
at City Hall Tuesday.

The alderman made his “no innocent lives 
were lost” comment Sunday night after 
two people were killed and eight others 
wounded when two masked gunmen with 
rifles opened fire on a group congregating 
at a makeshift memorial for a man who had 
been slain in an earlier shooting.

Asked Tuesday whether his remark 
prompted the gang threats, Lopez said it’s 
not important how gang members react to 
his comments. He said he doesn’t regret 
what he said.

“However my comment is taken, the point 
remains we have people who are willing to 
kill indiscriminately to maintain this culture 
of gang violence and retaliatory warfare in 
our communities,” Lopez said. “Standing 
up against that is what brought this on; not 
remaining silent is what brought this on.”

Chicago (Tribune) - Life in Cook County Jail 
just got a little bit more like the college dorm 
experience, thanks to Sheriff Tom Dart.

Inmates in the jail’s primarily medium-
security Division 11 can now order piping 
hot pizza — delivered direct to their cells, 
according to the sheriff’s office.

Cooked on-premises by their fellow inmates 
in the jail’s own pizza oven, the pizzas cost 

between $5 for a plain margherita and $7 
for a fancy “four seasons” pie, loaded up 
with mushrooms, soppressata (salami), 
olives and egg.

The sausage pizza is a favorite, according 
to sheriff’s spokeswoman Cara Smith.

But “this isn’t coddling the detainees,” said 
Smith...

Cook County Inmates can now order pizzas

Chicago (Sun-Times) - Ten people were shot, two of them fatally, on Sunday evening in 
the Brighton Park neighborhood on the Southwest Side.

...“I am thankful today that no innocent lives were lost, no children were shot, no police 
officers were shot,” said Ald. Raymond Lopez (15th).

Chicago Alderman:  “No innocent lives were lost”
WELCOME TO MURDER CITY, USA:  
Ten shot, two dead at gang memorial

Chicago Sun-Times photo
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LADIES!  Come out to 
your local TWAW events.
Details on page 22!

Meet Guns Save Life’s NEW

GHOST GUNNER

Guns Save Life has worked for some time now to acquire a Ghost Gun Machine.  
The small mill will effortlessly convert an “80%” AR-15 receiver into a completed 
receiver ready to use.  The best part of this machine?  It creates ARs for gun 
owners without government paperwork or permission slips.  That’s right, it con-
verts a chunk of metal into an AR-15 receiver and there’s no paper trail.  Even 
if you have a the shop room tool mastery of a Cro-Magnon man or a Obama 
“Pajama boy”, you too can create a finished receiver.

We’ll bring this to our regional meeting locations.  It will be a “members only” 
perk for members of the GSL family.  Want to use this machine?  You’ll need to 
show your GSL membership card.  Are you not a member yet?  There’s a mem-
bership application on the back page of every issue of GunNews.

The “rules”, tentatively:
1.  You’ll have to load the machine with your own 80% blank.  We can’t help you, 
otherwise nefarious government agents could say we “helped” you machine your 
firearm and that would be a felony for us.   We love our members, but not that 
much.
2.  You’ll have to click the “go” button on the attached computer, initiating the 
process.
3.  You’ll have to vacuum out the cuttings as necessary, and then remove your 
new receiver at the completion of the process.

From there, you can use parts kits to install the internals.  Once completed, the 
lower can be mated with an “upper receiver” and you’ve got yourself a rifle.  Or a 
handgun if you so designate it - but you can’t install a traditional stock on a hand-
gun.  You would have to mount a support brace on the buffer tube if you elect to 
make a handgun, or leave it with a “naked” buffer tube.

Sherry S. and Gregg Phillips out shooting a Remington Fireball pistol.  Proving how shoot-
ing is exciting for young folks of all ages.  

We want more pictures of you and your friends and family safely enjoying firearms!  
Submit your pictures to GunNews for publication.  

Send your submissions to 
gunnewseditor@gunssavelife.com

Shooting is safe & fun!

The Well Armed Women from Coles Cumberland County 
out shooting AR-15 rifles on Mother’s Day weekend.

Join us 
at SCHEELS in Springfield
Monday, June 5th



industry execs, celebrities, even Donald 
Trump Jr. prowled the convention floor with 
a little over 80,000 other NRA members.

Meanwhile, in breakout rooms, some of the 
nation’s best instructors offered seminars 
on everything from financial security to per-
sonal security.  The seminars alone proved 
very valuable to attendees, plus they af-
forded a chance to get off one’s feet.

Next year, the event heads to Dallas, and 
then Indianapolis will once again host the 
event in 2019.  If you don’t go to Dallas 
next year, you owe it to yourself to visit in 
Indianapolis.  

Make plans now.  It’s worth every minute of 
the trip!

Donald Trump, Jr. and wife Vanessa.

by John Boch
President Donald Trump showed up at the 
NRA Convention in Atlanta this year, the 
first POTUS to do so since Ronald Rea-
gan’s visit in 1983.  The crowd went wild 
when PDT took the stage, welcoming him 
with thunderous applause.  

Unlike so many other venues, there were 
no disruptions inside the hall.  The streets 
and adjacent convention hall remained calm 
and peaceful as well.  

“This ain’t Berkley,” one man noted, nod-
ding to the guy with the muzzle of an AR-15 
poking out of his backpack waiting to enter 
the NRA Convention.

Indeed.  While those entering the building to 
hear the president went through screening, 
plenty of the other attendees carried their 
own security.  

Even better, the NRA spent a small fortune 
on hiring off-duty police officers from Atlanta 
PD and plenty more departments to form 
a security bubble for at least two or three 
blocks surrounded the massive event over 
the entire weekend.

John Boch with Kelly Anne Conway (and 
President Trump in the background).
. 

The local law enforcement and Secret Ser-
vice could not have been more friendly and 
professional.  They knew this was a very 
friendly and supportive crowd.  At the same 
time, everyone saw police readiness to deal 
with Antifa or any other troublemakers.

A who’s who walked through the halls.  
Politicians past and present, war heroes, 
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217-643-2002

Gun Shop, Pistolmithing: S&W Revolvers & 1911's
S&W - Kimber - STI - Glock - CZ
We Service what we sell!

Monday - Friday 
9 - 5 PM

Appointment Suggested
Saturday by Appointment Only!

503 N. Church St., Thomasboro, IL 61878

tkcustom.com
tom@tkcustom.com

TK Custom

Oliver North, left, and David Grossman.

Trump energizes crowd at NRA Convention

For more information, please contact:
Wendy Boch 815-848-6248 wendala2@gmail.com
Denny Vaughan 815-692-0004 dvaughan7950@gmail.com
or LIKE us at 
HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes!
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Critical Threat Management
Force-on-Force 
Training for Civilians
Force-on-force training incorporates live-
action, reality-based scenarios.  With each 
scenario, participants pressure test their 
self-defense mindset, as well as their tactics 
and technique.  It’s tough.  It’s humbling.  
Some even call it ego-crushing.  

It gets proven results for students though.  
Why?  No other training teaches and 
reinforces important lessons more quickly.  
Cops have used it for almost two decades 
with proven results.  The military has used it 
longer than that.  Now, it’s becoming more 
widely available to civilians.

GSL Defense Training brought this ad-
vanced training to Central Illinois three 
years ago.  Using experienced role players 
young and old, along with highly trained 
instructors at an ideal training location, the 
course brings together all of the key ingre-
dients for a safe, enjoyable learning FoF 
experience.  Students love it, too.
 
“I learned a lot about myself,” one student 
wrote in an evaluation.  Another wrote, “It 
made me think about my life.” 

Students experience real fear and anxiety 
as they navigate realistic scenarios.  While 
the stress doesn’t approach that of an 
actual life-threatening attack, it comes as 
close as safely possible in training.

Folks learn first hand about reactionary 
gaps, threat scanning and interacting with 
potential bad guys.  People learn when it’s 
appropriate to submit or surrender, when to 
stay back and call 9-1-1 and when to use 
deadly force to stop a violent, deadly attack.

Krav Maga instructor Bill Martin taught Krav 
empty hand self-defense tactics.  Students 
learned proper striking and kicking, weapon 
retention and how to break a choke, all for 
close-in defense.  

Later, live fire shooting touched on shoot-
ing from the hip and high ready, as well as 
support-hand shooting, communication, 
moving off the axis of attack and more.

In the end, it all had a great time and 
learned new skills and tactics to stay safer 
in their everyday lives.  

State Line Rifle Association
 
Proud sponsor of Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.
In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, IFOR, 
CMP, GSL, MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday each month 
at 7pm

American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 www.statelinerifle.com   
see us on Facebook

“An influential voice in 
advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”
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by Steve Davis, President
Guns Save Life
I had a thrilling time at the 2017 Range-
master Tactical Conference and learning 
from the top trainers and instructors from 
all over the country. Hearing presentations 
from Massad Ayoob, Tom Givens, John 
Farnham, Andrew Branca, Marty Hayes, 
and  Chuck Haggard yields a gold mine of 
information which proves useful to both in-
structors and the everyday person. I highly 
recommend this training for all good guys 
and gals.

However, there is a down side to learning 
the facts from these highly placed sources.  
When they tell you that things are much 
worse out in the streets and neighborhoods 
of this country than the political authorities 
want you to know, and they give you the 
figures to back it up, it causes a chill to go 
down your spine.

We have heard for some time from sources 
like Second City Cop, Hey Jackass and 
Chicago Magazine just how the City of 
Chicago has played fast and loose with 
crime statistics.  The end result makes 
crime rates, particularly violent crime rates, 
appear lower than they actually are.  The 
information from the Tactical Conference 
shows this trend holds in urban centers 
nationwide.

So, how bad is it?  Tom Givens cited Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics because he felt 
it was the most accurate figure. Over the 
last few years the BJS reports 5 to 6 million 
violent crimes per year in the U.S.  This in-
cludes usually a million or more aggravated 
assaults per year and close to 250,000 to 
300,000 forcible rapes. How many of you 
have been told that your chance of being 
the victim of a violent crime is one in a mil-
lion?  Well, according to Givens, on an an-
nual basis, it’s closer to 1 in 50 or 60.  You 
can do the math on a lifetime risk.

Want to hear another statistic that you 
are not hearing from the government and 
media?  Kevin Davis, one of the top law 
enforcement trainers in Ohio, reports that 

ambushes of law enforcement officers are 
up 167 percent over the last year.   Police 
have generally stopped proactive policing in 
large urban areas.  This “Ferguson Effect” 
has left criminals to ply their trade, lead-
ing to this increase in urban violence.  The 
bad guys have been emboldened while law 
enforcement activity has been suppressed.  
Meanwhile, more people fall into the victim 
category.

What advice do the top instructors and 
trainers offer in response to these statis-
tics?  First, recognize that violent crime can 
happen to you.  It is not a one in a million 
chance.  Second, get your concealed carry 
permit and good training to go with it.  Don’t 
become a victim.  The experts recommend 
training that pressure tests you and your 
decision-making under stress.

Good live-action, reality-based force-on-
force training tops their recommendations 
for training.  Cops and the military have 
used this proven training system for years.   
Today, civilian force-on-force course offer-
ings have become more common, offering 
the same highly-effective training for every-
day Americans.

Finally, carry all the time.  Bad guys do not 
let you choose the time or locations where 
they attack. You must maintain awareness 
of your surroundings.  The first rule to win-
ning a gun fight is having a gun.

The President’s Report

Becoming a Victim 
Is NOT a One in a Million Chance

Safe, realistic & practical defensive training for those aged 12-22.  
Situational awareness skills•	
Verbal de-escalation & disengagement•	
Strategies for staying safe when home alone•	
Dealing with bullies•	
Krav Maga empty-hand defense•	
Judicious use of deadly force•	
Improvised weapons•	
Surviving an active shooter•	
NRA gun safety rules•	
Defensive shooting basics•	

Location:  Clinton, IL  Tuition:  $100/person
Visit the GSLDefenseTraining.com website 
for registration form and additional info.

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Visit the website for registration form & schedule.  Like us on Facebook.

Legal Lectures by•	  Lawyers
Live-fire•	 : 200+ rounds fired
Experienced•	 , friendly instructors
High instructor to student ratios•	
FREE•	  loaner guns, materials
FREE•	  bonus take-home materials 
Skilled instructors. •	  No PowerPoint!

$150 IL CCW
BOGO 50% off:  2 for $225!

GSLDefenseTraining.com
or call 217 649-3702 or 217 840-0246

June 3 - 4
July 1-2

At DCSC near Clinton, IL

Personal Protection 
FOR TEENS
Skills to Help Keep Your Teen Safer

One-day class
Sat. July 15 
Sun. July 16

Win a
SHIELD!

At GSL meetings in June!
Peoria:  9mm Shield
Sangamon County:  .45 Auto Shield
Champaign County:  9mm Shield
Dates, times on front cover of GunNews.
Winners may also be eligible for $75 rebate from 
Smith & Wesson as well!
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The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Gun Facts
Don’t you hate it when pesky facts get in the way of a narrative?

GunNews Magazine    21   December 2016

Executive Director’s Notes

Our thanks goes out to Oleg Volk for 
his continued permission to use his 

creative works in our gun rights 
advocacy work. You can see more 

of them at his website:

a-human-right.com

GunNews Magazine
The monthly journal of Guns Save Life

Tim Hortberg, Editor
gunnewseditor@gunssavelife.com

John Naese, Editor Emeritus
johnnaese@frontier.com

John Boch, Editor Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

Letters, including complaints or commendations, 
to the Editor are welcome. Please, limit your 
letter to 200 words. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse publication of any submission. 

 
columns of 400 words are also welcome on 

self-defense or similar topics. Letters and guest 
columns may be sent electronically to: 
gunnewseditor@gunssavelife.com  

Or you can mail your letter to:
 

Savoy, Illinois 61874

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

We defend your right  to defend yourself.

Guns Save Life is proud to announce our new “Life Membership” for those who wish to show an exemplary 
level of support towards Guns Save Life and our mission defending your right to defend yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is available for $1000, and for those aged 65 and over, it’s available at half-

with a life membership to Guns Save Life.  

and send it in today.

Myth: Gun availability increases suicide rates

Fact: Cross national studies show that there is no relationship to suicides 
rates and the availability of firearms. Two outstanding contrasts:

The U.S. and Canada – who share geography, cultural elements, and enter-•	
tainment – have nearly identical suicide rates, but Canada has significantly 
lower gun ownership.
Lithuania – which has nearly zero gun ownership – has the world’s highest •	
suicide rate, more than three times that of the United States.

From GunFacts 7.0.  GunFacts.info

Physician couple had throats 
slit in home invasion in Boston
(GSL) - Police say in immigrant from West 
Africa tied up and slit the throats of two 
physicians engaged to be married in Bos-
ton.  Police shot the suspect when they 
arrived on scene and confronted him.

The suspect had just been released from 
jail, given a plea deal to serve one day 
less than a year on a pair of bank robber-
ies(!) so he could remain in the USA.

The docs knew they had an intruder.  The 
male half twice texted a friend, saying 
there was a gunman in the house.  Too 
bad either of them didn’t access a gun 
instead.

Should have been an 
Armed American tale...

Illinois carjacker gets hot 
lead instead of hot ride
Elmwood Park, IL (Chicago Tribune) - Elm-
wood Park police have released a surveil-
lance video that shows an April 8 shootout 
at a gas station that led to the death of a 
43-year-old Chicago man. Police released 
the video after a Freedom of Information Act 
request from the Pioneer Press.

Last month, police announced that no one 
would face charges after Ronald Morales, 
43, was shot multiple times at a BP gas sta-
tion at 7450 W. Grand Ave., Elmwood Park. 
Police had said the man who survived the 
shootout acted in self-defense.

Chino Hills, CA (KTLA) - A Chino Hills 
father was able to apprehend a group of 
men who allegedly entered his resi-
dence Monday afternoon while he was 
home with his wife and children. 

Just after 1 p.m., four men between 
18 and 20 years old and one juvenile 
entered the Zhang family’s home in the 
13000 block of Gemstone Court via 
a balcony off the Zhang family’s back 
yard, San Bernardino sheriff’s officials 
said in a statement.

As the suspects attempted to enter the 
home through an upstairs door, Yan 
Zhang grabbed his handgun and con-
fronted them, the agency said.

The father held the group at gunpoint 
while his wife sheltered the children, 
and a neighbor called 911, according to 
deputies.

Wrong house, punks!

Arlington, TX (Dallas Morning News) - A 
concealed carry holder is being heralded 
as a hero by Arlington police for preventing 
mass murder by killing an “incoherent” gun-
man at a sports bar Wednesday evening.

Before he was shot about 6:15 p.m., the 
gunman killed the manager of Zona Cali-
ente in the 6500 block of South Cooper 
Street, police spokesman Christopher Cook 
said.

Police later identified the gunman as 48-
year-old James Jones of Grand Prairie and 
the victim as 37-year-old Cesar Perez of 
Duncanville. The man who killed Jones has 
not been identified.

Authorities later found two loaded guns and 
two knives on Jones, Cook said Thursday.

Cook said the customer, who was dining 
with his wife, “prevented further loss of life.” 

The customer was carrying a handgun 
under the Texas concealed handgun license 
program, Cook later confirmed. 

“We’re treating the good guy as sort of a 
hero,” he said.

‘Hero’ stopped mass murder by crazed bar 
patron who was armed to the teeth, police say
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Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com

We defend your right 
to defend yourself.

Over and Under It
by GSL’s Monty Mittleman | montymittleman.carbonmade.com

The Springfield Armory & Rock River Arms Illinois Sell-Out

In the aftermath of scandal, 
is their support paper thin?
by John Boch
Most of America now knows how Spring-
field Armory and Rock River Arms, through 
their private lobbying group Illinois Firearms 
Manufacturers’ Association, betrayed gun 
owners and gun dealers in Illinois.  Both 
companies claimed they knew nothing of 
their lobbyist Jay Keller’s actions.  They 
also claimed they knew nothing of the dona-
tions made to anti-gun politicians.  Gun 
owners aren’t stupid though.

Moving forward, two points stand out.  

First off, we must direct our anger and effort 
at stopping this horrific bill.  Period.  Guns 
Save Life will generally follow the National 
Rifle Association Institute for Legislative 
Action’s sage and pithy advice:  All energy 
not directed to stopping this bill is wasted 
energy.

More importantly, Springfield Armory and 
Rock River Arms have committed them-
selves to a more “hands on” role in protect-
ing and defending gun rights.  Whatever 
has happened up to now, I welcome these 
two companies to the front lines of the fight 
for gun rights. We can certainly use their 
help. 

The work is long, thankless and often 
frustrating. The cause, however, could not 
be more noble or honorable. Glad to have 
you the team, gentlemen. We value your 
participation.  Obviously, your actions will 
face intense scrutiny from all involved.

Many of Illinois’ dealers received a pack-
age from Springfield Armory with a book of 
handouts for dealers to share with their cus-
tomers.  On the back of the page, Spring-
field lists some of the actions it’s taken to 
defeat this bill.  It marks a good start.

I sincerely hope these two companies will 
be around after the fight over SB-1657 has 
concluded.  We will still have to fight Lethal 
Violence Orders of Protection and plenty of 
other gun control schemes this session.

I contacted both companies asking if they 
will remain engaged after the SB-1657 fight.  
Days later, all I’ve heard is crickets chirping.  
It makes me doubt their dedication to the 
long haul.

It should probably make you wonder too.

By Steve Davis, President
One of my biggest character flaws is a flam-
mable temper. So it should be no surprise 
to you readers that I was extremely irate 
when I learned that Springfield Armory and 
Rock River Arms withdrew their opposition 
to SB.1657 dealer licensing in exchange for 
favorable treatment. My blood pressure not 
only surged to 535 over 312, but exple-
tives flowed off my tongue, and vindictive 
thoughts of poverty and bankruptcy beamed 
forth from my mind in the direction of these 
two firms.

However, sixty-some years of life have 
taught me that my temper cannot be trusted 
to render a good judgement.  After a cooling 
off period, reconsideration is warranted. 
First, what has happened behind the 
scenes with Springfield lobbying may not 
be as clear cut as it appears.  Knowing the 
smelly legislative process as I do it’s pos-
sible that either Rock River Arm, Springfield 
Armory, or both of them were hoodwinked 
by the rabidly anti gun Sen. Harmon – or by 
a lobbyist gone rogue.

Second, does it serve the Second Amend-
ment Movement to do our best to undercut 
what up until now has been two staunch 
supporters against the anti gun movement?  
Always remember that managing the 
coalition of hunters, trap shooters, target 
shooters, self-defense advocates, and 
manufacturers against gun control is very 
difficult.  The diverse interests of the radical 
leftist groups and gun-hating politicians like 
Sen. Harmon, Mayor Emanuel, and Nobody 
Bloomberg will always do their best to ex-
ploit our diversity with a divide and conquer 
strategy.

As the President of Guns Save Life, I have 
to advocate outside my temper and urge 
continued organizational support of all our 
coalition partners.  Corporations make 
decisions which have marketing conse-
quences.  However, I think we always need 
to remember that Cullerton, Madigan, Har-
mon, Emanuel, and Bloomberg are our real 
opponents and that we cannot let them win 
by a divide and conquer strategy.

Divide And Conquer – Springfield Arms and 
Rock River Arms Reconsidered



GunNews Magazine  - 17 - June 2017

(America’s First Freedom) - Many in the 
so-called “mainstream” media like to use 
America’s “murder epidemic” as a call to 
action for more restrictive gun laws. Yet 
new research shows that, far from being a 
national epidemic, U.S. murders are heav-
ily concentrated in a very limited number 
of areas. 

We recently touched base with criminolo-
gist and researcher John Lott, president 
of the Crime Prevention Research Center 
and author of the new book, The War On 
Guns: Arming Yourself Against Gun Con-
trol Lies, to find out the truth. 

A1F Daily: You’ve recently conducted 
some research about the concentration 
of murders in the United States. What 
did you learn? 

John Lott: Murder isn’t a nationwide 
problem; it’s a problem in a very small set 
of urban areas. In 2014, the worst 2 per-
cent of counties accounted for 51 percent 
of the murders. And 5 percent of counties 
account for 68 percent of murders.

Yet even within these counties with all 
these murders, there are large areas 
without any murders. So these murders 
are concentrated in a small portion of 
these tiny areas. 
For example, Los 
Angeles County 
had the most 
murders, with 
526. But large, 
high-population 
areas, such as West Los Angeles and the 
San Fernando Valley, have virtually no 
murders. In the case of Indianapolis, there 
were few murders in the northern half of 
the city or outside the 465 Highway loop. 

Another way of looking at this concentra-
tion? Fifty-four percent of counties had 
zero murders; 69 percent had at most one 
murder. 

There were 4.4 murders per 100,000 
people in 2014. If the 1 percent of the 
counties with the highest number of 
murders somehow were to become a 
separate country, the murder rate in the 
rest of the US would have been only 3.4 in 
2014. Removing the worst 2 percent or 5 
percent would have reduced the U.S. mur-
der rate to just 3.06 or 2.56 per 100,000, 
respectively. 

Perhaps surprisingly, murders used to be 
even more concentrated. From 1977 to 

2000, on average 73 percent of counties 
in any given year had no murders. This 
change may be a result of the opioid epi-
demic’s spread to more rural areas. But as 
of yet, no one has clearly shown what has 
caused this change. 

If you are going to reduce murders, you 
have to deal with the problems in these 
urban areas.

A1FD: What is the significance of these 
findings? 

Lott: The counties with no murders are 
also by far the counties with the highest 
gun ownership rates. The household gun 
ownership rate in rural areas was 111 per-
cent greater than in urban areas. Subur-

ban households 
are 28.6 percent 
more likely to 
own guns than 
urban house-
holds. Despite 
lower gun owner-

ship, urban areas experience much higher 
murder rates. One should not put much 
weight on this purely “cross-sectional” 
evidence that looks across places at one 
point in time. But it is striking that so much 
of the country has both very high gun 
ownership rates and no murders. 

The differences also raise real questions 
about comparing murder rates across 
countries. There are really three different 
types of places in the United States—plac-
es where there are no murders, places 
where there are a few murders, and 
places where murders are very common. 

A1FD: Are you seeing any reporting 
of this in the so-called “mainstream” 
media? 

Fox News, the Washington Times, Breit-
bart and a few others have covered this, 
but the “mainstream” media have ignored 
it.

2% of counties account for 51% of murders; 
54% of counties had zero murders

JOHN LOTT ON THE SO-CALLED
MURDER “EPIDEMIC”

The counties with no murders are 
also by far the counties with the 

highest gun ownership rates.

Dear Guns Save Life:
Please accept this donation in honor of our late father James Sharp.  
GSL brought so much joy to his life.  He had so many great people he 
called his friends who loved GSL as much as he did.  Thank you for be-
ing a great organization and for all you allowed him to be a part of.

Dawn & Jamie Sharp [Editor: Jim’s daughter & son]
Paxton, IL
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Complete Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Tires, brakes, starters, 
alternators, computer 
diagnostics, exhaust, 

transmission, scheduled 
maintenance, oil changes & 

more

Urbana
217 384-5593

212 N. Vine Street
(in schnuck’s plaza)

St. Joseph
217 469-6224

221 E. Warren
(Main & Warren)

10% Discount to GSL Members

by A Guns Save Life Member
About two years ago, we decided to build 
a safe room. Previous GunNews articles 
have described how we planned, built and 
finished our safe room.

The room, built of poured concrete, serves 
several roles for us. It stores many of our 
firearms and ammunition. In tornado coun-
try here in Illinois, it serves as a shelter. 
What’s more, it’s also what some might call 
my man cave and workshop as well.

We’ve spent the last year installing and 
configuring tech in our safe room to support 
security, communication, computing and 
off-grid power. This article reviews what we 
did, and is intended to illustrate some of 
the things you might want to think about for 
your own safe room.

We wall mounted the off-grid power system 
– a 2800 watt inverter and an Maximum 
Power Point Tracking (MPPT) charge 
controller by Outback. Battery enclosures 

High-end preparations

Equipping Your Safe Room 
With the Right Technology

(under the countertop) hold 16 AGM (absor-
bent glass mat) batteries with a capacity of 
about 10 kWh. Cables to the solar panels 
and a wind turbine exit discreetly through 
an underground conduit.

The top two compartments of the equip-
ment cabinet hold all the networking 
hardware – patch panel on the top, network 
switches and controllers below. We set up a 
pair of separate networks, one for the secu-
rity system and another for Internet access.

We ended up using fiber optic cables for 
network runs exiting the safe room (elimi-
nates ground loops, not affected by an 
EMP). Fiber optic is simpler and cheaper 
than you might think. Mixing fiber and Cat 6 
in the same network is easy. We had good 
success using single mode, duplex fiber 
optic cables with LC connectors, Trendnet 
TEG-MGBS10 laser modules and Netgear 
GS110TP switches.

The third compartment from the top holds 
the video recorder for the surveillance 
system. Looking at our options, we chose a 
digital video surveillance system that uses 
power over Ethernet (PoE) – eliminating 
the need for camera batteries or power 
cables.  We bought a system manufactured 
by Dahua and placed cameras all around 
our property – some are hidden, others are 
intentionally very obvious.

The next two compartments house the 
radio and associated gear. We found a 
good deal on a Kenwood TS-2000x radio. It 
covers most amateur bands and is capable 
of 100W transmitting power. This radio can 
interface with a computer for easy program-
ming and configuration.

We also added a Morse code keyer/reader 
made by MFJ Enterprises (model MFJ-
464). The MFJ box translates Morse code 
to text (and vice versa) in real time. There’s 
also an Iambic Morse code paddle.

The TS-2000x sits in an RF shielded cub-
byhole to cut down on interference from all 
the other electronics. The antenna cables 
and RF ground exit the safe room through 
an underground conduit. We chose a verti-
cal multiband antenna (Comet GP-15) for 
6m, 2m, and 70cm bands and a portable 
TransWorld antenna (www.dxengineering.
com) with tuners for specific HF bands (40, 
20 and 10m). We chose mounts that allow 
for easy deployment and take down of our 
antennas – to keep things adaptable and 
discrete.

Below the radio sits an old Shuttle computer 
rebuilt and repurposed as a server.  This 
will be used for monitoring and for network 
security. It also holds an electronic library 
of “how to” manuals that we’ve collected 
over the years (we also have paper copies 
of everything). In a pinch, this PC can play 
blu-rays and DVDs. It also has EchoLink 
software, providing radio communication 
over the Internet.

At this point, our safe room is complete. 
The solar panels, wind turbine and radio an-
tennas remain stored indoors – out of sight 
– but are easily deployed when needed.

Our only advice? Planning is key. Keep 
your costs down. Take your time, get edu-
cated and plan ahead.  You too can create 
a well-designed, usable safe room.
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Tech Time featured Colt expert Dan 
Sadler and a rare glimpse of an excep-
tional,  very rare Colt 1860 Army “Richards 
Conversion Revolver”.  Springfield Armory 
converted only 1200 of the Model 1860 per-
cussion guns into center-fire cartridge guns 
for issuance to US troops.  Most saw hard 
service with cavalry units during the Indian 
wars on the western frontier.  Dan’s piece, 
#395, looks practically unissued and in very 
good condition.  

Project Appleseed Instructor Ken Miller 
invites those interested in mastering rifle 
discipline with a twist of American Revolu-
tionary War history to a weekend workshop 
in at the Holland Ranch in McLean on July 
22-23.  It will be a pleasantly shady and 
very family friendly event.  GSL and GSL 
Defense Training sponsor this event.

Beat the dog days of summer at the 
McLean, IL Appleseed shoot.  There’s 
shade, fans, patriotism and some furry, 
four-legged friends.

Wendy Boch plugged the HOOAH Golf-
ing for Heroes fundraiser.  This year, it’s 
been moved up from September to August 
26th.  We’ve got at least four guns donated 
so far.  Wendy’s gathering sponsorships, 
golf entries and prizes for the huge event 
to raise money to help ease the return of 
wounded servicemen to civilian life.  

Anyone interested in volunteering or attend-
ing HOOAH’s August 26th Golf Outing for 
Heroes please contact Wendy Boch.

The 50/50 purse of a grandiose $101 went 
home with Bill Harrison and the winner 
of the gun of the month, a .22 Heritage 
revolver was the lovely Barb Holland.    

Thanks Knights of Columbus, for the 
delicious steak dinner.  We’ll be back on 
Wednesday, June 13th! 

Charleston
The monthly meeting of GSL in Charleston 
was held at our new location – the Unique 
Hotel Banquet Room.

At seventy nine attendees, this meeting 
probably featured our largest attendance 
yet.  Early arrivals got to enjoy an outstand-
ing buffet prepared by the Brick House 
Restaurant.

The meeting was called to order by GSL 
Regional Co-Director, Bill Harrison, who 
led the attendees in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. There were 11 first time GSL meet-
ing attendees who were welcomed as they 
introduced themselves.  Veterans present 
were recognized, thanked for their service, 
and given a round of applause. Several of 
the retired US Flag stars were distributed to 
the Veterans.

John Boch stood up to present his Execu-
tive Director’s report, but first he recognized 
Charleston’s Co-Director, Justin Baw-
cum for his work for wounded veterans.  
The local Journal-Gazette newspaper 

recognized Justin for completing last year’s 
Races for All Paces Half Marathon, (13.1 
miles) in which he wore his boots and car-
ried an American Flag with the names of his 
fallen comrades inscribed on the flag pole.  
Justin got a big round of applause for his 
work.  

Justin Bawcum running a half-marathon 
while carrying the American flag.

After delivering his E.D. report, John also 
covered the President’s notes, discussing 
how violent crime happens more than most 
think and asking for a vote to approve the 
nomination of Annette Chapman to replace 
Lou McClellan on the Board following his 
retirement.  So approved.

Main Speaker Blake Leitch, a Veterans’ 
Service Officer for the Illinois Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs, spoke about available 
benefits, disability compensations, and 
pensions which are available to classes of 
veterans and surviving spouses. 
   
He emphasized that NO Veteran should 
ever be destitute or homeless.  In addition, 
Leitch strongly emphasized that available 
compensation is not charity, but is a repay-
ment to a Veteran commensurate with his 
having served in US military.  

Leitch’s mission?  To educate folks about 
these benefits, which he calls a “best kept 
secret”.  The State of Illinois hired him to 
help bring in available Federal money to 
distribute to veterans in Illinois who have, 
through their service, become injured or 
sickened.  

In some cases, only 2% of eligible veterans 
receive eligible benefits, he said.  

Asked if these benefits would preclude fire-
arms ownership, he said generally no.  He 
also assured folks that he would do his best 
to navigate around anything that would strip 
a veteran of his or her gun rights.

He took a lot of questions, all very good.  
And given that a third or more of those in 
attendance were veterans, and everyone 
knows veterans or their surviving spouses, 
the presentation proved quite enlightening.

After the meeting, he spent a fair amount of 
time answering questions one-on-one with 
attendees.  We look forward to seeing more 
of Blake.

John Boch provided a tech time presenta-
tion on The Israeli Battle Dressing.  The 
affordable and easy-to-use IBD has many 
uses.  It also have great potentially lifesav-
ing capabilities to stop really bad bleeds.  

Justin Bawcum volunteered to allow 
Boch to show basic applications to vari-
ous portions of the anatomy.  Poor Justin, 
conveniently enough, seemed to have 
experienced several serious injuries to an 
arm, leg and neck.  Thanks to John’s expert 
application of the IBD, Justin survived!

GSL sells these at $7 each or 3 for $20 as a 

Meeting Reports
Continued from page 6.

service to members and a bit of a fundrais-
er.  Boch said buy three.  “Put one of these 
in your range bag and another in your map 
pocket in your car.  The life you save may 
be your own or a loved one,” Boch said.  

He advocated using the third to practice ap-
plying it while watching the YouTube video 
on proper application.  “Practice it a few 
times before you have to do it for real and 
it’ll go much better for you.”

Members took John’s advice to heart and 
bought us out of our IBDs for the second 
time this year.  

Arietta Emenecker won the 50-50 drawing 

and collected $68.00.  Sean Viernum, from 
Centralia, IL, had bought the winning ticket 
for the Kimber Micro 9mm Stainless with 
a box of ammo from me while attending an 
open house at our local Prairie Outfitters 
Store back in February, where Mr. Harrison 
had set up a table for GSL.

Coming up
At our Jun 15 meeting, we will be drawing 
for a Ruger 556 AR15 in 5.56 NATO and a 
box of ammo.   Please note that our June 
meeting will be held on the third Thursday 
(June 15) due to scheduling conflict at the 
Unique Hotel Banquet room for June only.

Another reason to carry your own protection!
FBI report finds officers ‘de-policing’ as 
anti-cop hostility becomes ‘new norm’
(Washington Times) - An unclassified FBI study on last year’s cop-killing spree found 
officers are “de-policing” amid concerns that anti-police defiance fueled in part by 
movements like Black Lives Matter has become the “new norm.”

“Departments — and individual officers — have increasingly made the decision to 
stop engaging in proactive policing,” said the report by the FBI Office of Partner 
Engagement obtained by The Washington Times.

The report, “Assailant Study — Mindsets and Behaviors,” said that the social-justice 
movement sparked by the 2014 death of 18-year-old Michael Brown at the hands 
of an officer in Ferguson, Missouri, “made it socially acceptable to challenge and 
discredit the actions of law enforcement.”
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GUN SHOWS 
May 20 & 21 – New Berlin 
Gun Show, Sangamon Co. 
Fairgrounds, New Berlin, IL.  
Richard Thrasher, 217-416-
0618, www.cigca.net. 

June 9,10, & 11 – Peca-
tonica Gun Show, Winne-
bago County Fairgrounds, 
Pecatonica, IL.  Marv Kraus, 
563-608-2045; marvkrauspro-
motions.net
June 10 & 11 – Kankakee 
Gun & Sportsman Expo, 
Kankakee Co. Fairgrounds, 
Kankakee, IL.  Ross Cloe, 
815-263-2810; www.thecloe-
groupllc.com.  
June 24 & 25 - Belleville 
Gun Show, Belle Clair Fair-
grounds, Belleville, IL.  Bob 
Leckrone, 618-495-2572; 
www.ecahuntingandtrade-

shows.com.  

June 1 - Little Egypt Friends 
of NRA, 5:30 pm, The 
Pavilion, Marion, IL.  Evelyn 
Gates, (317) 674-3672; Email: 
lettleegypt@sifnra.org. 

Appleseed Events
June 10 & 11 – Tom Noller 
Farm, Stockton, IL.  
To register for a shoot:  www.
appleseedinfo.org.  For more 
information:  John Naese, 
johnnaese1@comcast.net; 
217-840-0246.  

Other Events
3rd Saturday of the Month:  
Danville Rifle and Pistol Club 
will host its Outlaw 3-Gun 
Match, 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.  
https://sites.google.com/site/
drpc3gun/

Gun Shows & Friends of NRA Dinners

Advertising Opportunities
GunNews currently prints 16,000+ copies each month, distributed primarily in Illinois, 
although we have members in 39 states.  

Description  Dimensions Single  4+ Annual Total
Full page   10.375” x 12.375” $250   $200   $150     $1800
Half page vertical  5” x 12.375”  $150   $125   $100     $1200
Half page horizontal 10.375” x 6”  $150   $125   $100     $1200
Quarter page vertical 5” x 6”  $100    $80      $65     $780
Quarter page horizontal 10.375” x 3” $100    $80      $65     $780
Eighth page vertical 2.5” x 6”  $65      $50       $40     $480 
Eighth page horizontal 5” x 3”  $65      $50       $40     $480 
Sixteenth page vertical  2.5” x 3”  $40     $35       $25     $300
Sixteenth page horizontal 5” x 1.5” Vertical   $40     $35       $25     $300

Ad Submission Information
Guaranteed full-color ad placement is twice the rate price with limited availability.  
Please inquire for availability. Please submit ads in any of the following formats:  

PDF, Illustrator (eps), Photoshop or InDesign (indd).  All fonts should be “outlined” to 
ensure correct style and placement.  See your application help for instructions.

Email ads to gunnewseditor@gunssavelife.com and advertising@gunssavelife.com.  
Mail as CD, DVD or flash drive to GunNews, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.

For ad payment and scheduling, please submit to advertising@gunssavelife.com.  
Please submit payment to GunNews, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.

Advertising deadline:  Please submit advertising by the FIRST TUESDAY of the 
month for the following issue.  

For instance, submit by the first Tuesday of March for inclusion in the April issue.  

GunNewsWe defend your right 
to defend yourself.

by John Boch
GSL Executive Director

Legislative.  Dealer Licensing passed the 
senate. It goes to House now.  It will be 
razor close.  Watch the GSL website for 
more info.

It passed the Senate thanks to Springfield 
& Rock River’s lobbying group trading their 
opposition for a carve out for existing manu-
facturers.  Of course, gun owners outrage 
exploded nationwide at the sleazy stunt.  
Now suddenly Springfield and Rock River 
are all about aggressive engagement.  I 
welcome their participation but am skeptical 
about the depth of their commitment.

Chicago Isn’t Safe.  Chicago keeps stack-
ing ‘em up like cordwood:  215+ homicides 
so far this year.  Almost 1200 people shot.  

Meanwhile, 54% of counties in America had 
zero murders last year.  69% had one or 
fewer.  Counties with no homicides have, 
by far, the highest gun ownership rates.  
Chicago pols can’t wrap their minds around 
that simple fact.

10 shot, two fatally at gang memorial 
for another dead banger.  An alderman 
proclaimed his happiness that “no innocent 
lives were lost”.  That’s earned him assas-
sination threats and police protection.

Remember the two Chicago cops shot by 
rifle-wielding criminal?  Cops made their 
first arrest.  Rumored to be an 18-year-
old illegal alien.  He was arrested (and 
released) on another gun charge back in 
January.  Two words:  Sanctuary City.

Good news from the Windy City!  Chica-
go police have identified suspects in 10.5% 
of homicides, half again more than where 
they were at last month!  Woo hoo!

NRA Convention was great.  Donald 
Trump electrified the crowd.  Kelly Anne 
Conway was pretty awesome too, as was 
Donald Trump Jr. and his wife Vanessa.  It 
seemed smaller than some past years, and 
less attended, but census numbers say 
otherwise.  Complacency was mentioned 
in some of the speeches at the Leadership 
conference, so it’s not just an Illinois thing.
  
More good news!  GSL’s Ghost Gun 
Machine will arrive very soon.  For GSL 
members only.  If you’re not a member, sign 
up now.

More great news!  Pistol support braces 
are once again legal to shoulder!

Executive Director’s Report

GSL Executive Director John Boch.

DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

It’s time to stop in and see the Largest Selection of firearms and 
accessories in East Central Illinois, in our expanded showroom.

Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

on Route 150 in Mayview

IN THE 

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

Win this rifle!

Guns Save Life will award a Ruger AR-15 rifle to the winner of our monthly gun draw-
ing on Thursday, June 15th meeting.  Normally, the Charleston meeting happens on 
the Second Wednesday of the month, but because of a scheduling conflict with our 
host, we’ll meet on the day after, Thursday, June 15th.  Join us.  Tickets will  be avail-
able at the regular monthly meetings at other GSL sites.  $5 each or 5 for $20.

Ruger AR-15
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News
by John Boch and Nick Leghorn
In 2013, the ATF approved a number of 
“pistol support brace” devices.  Sig Sauer 
and SB Tactical were among the first com-
panies marketing these handy devices.

It didn’t take long for gun owners to begin 
using these pistol support braces as a short 
stock, mounting them on their shoulder.  In 
essence, folks had turned their pistols into  
short barrelled rifles.  

In January 2015, the ATF released an 
open letter that opined that shouldering 
a support-braced handgun constituted a 
“redesign” of the firearm, turning it into an 
unregistered SBR - a federal felony.

Not surprisingly, sales of arm braces 
tanked.  Nobody wanted to risk everything 
to become the “test case”.  

With the new Trump administration, things 
have changed at the BATF.  They have is-
sued a new opinion letter clearing the way 
for owners of pistol stabilizing braces to 
once more shoulder their “pistols.”

Here’s the key paragraphs from the official 
document:

With respect to stabilizing braces, ATF 
has concluded that attaching the brace 
to a handgun as a forearm brace does 
not “make” a short-barreled rifle because 
in the configuration as submitted to and 
approved by FATD, it is not intended to be 
and cannot comfortably be fired from the 
shoulder.

If, however, the shooter/possessor takes 
affirmative steps to configure the de-
vice for use as a shoulder-stock — for 
example, configuring the brace so as to 
permanently affix it to the end of a buffer 
tube, (thereby creating a length that has 
no other purpose than to facilitate its use 
as a stock), removing the arm-strap, or 
otherwise undermining its ability to be 
used as a brace — and then in fact shoots 
the firearm from the shoulder using the 
accessory as a shoulder stock, that person 
has objectively “redesigned” the firearm for 
the purposes of the NFA.

Therefore, an NFA firearm has not neces-
sarily been made when the device is not 
re-configured for use as a shoulder stock 
— even if the attached firearm happens to 
be fired from the shoulder.

Bottom line: if you attach an unmodified 
pistol support brace to the buffer tube of 
an AR-15 pistol in the manner in which 
its intended, then the gun may be legally 
shouldered and fired without “making” it a 
short-barreled rifle under the National Fire-
arm Act. However as soon as you modify 
the brace in any way (even just removing 
the strap) you have now “made” an SBR.

Pistol braces once again 
legal to shoulder

Washington (Daily Caller) — After multiple 
staff departures from gun control group 
Everytown for Gun Safety and its spinoff 
Moms Demand Action, activists say a top 
decision-maker at both groups is making 
life difficult for those in the movement.

According to sources close to Everytown, 
Shannon Watts, founder of Moms De-
mand Action and advisory board member 
of Everytown, remains a problem within 
both groups. Watts, while not a staffer 
with either organization, is a full-time 
volunteer who lives in Colorado. Critics of 
Watts say that despite that status, she is 
involved with all major leadership deci-
sions.

An all-staff email sent by Everytown 
president John Feinblatt on Monday an-
nounced that Debra Rosen, managing 
director of Everytown, and Isaac Bloom, 
deputy organizing director at Everytown, 
are leaving their positions.

The announcement came one month 
after Everytown announced it is willing to 
spend more than $25 million in the 2018 
midterm elections to prevent national 
concealed carry from becoming law.

Moms Demand Action, according to its 
website, “has established a chapter in 
every state of the country and is part of 
Everytown for Gun Safety, the largest 
gun violence prevention organization in 
the country, with more than three million 
supporters.”

Gun control activists who previously 
worked for Watts in various state orga-
nizations are said to be frustrated and 
feeling burned by her, according to one 
source.

Shannon Watts and Michael Bloomberg.

“Staff who worked for Shannon quit or 
are fired faster than the organization can 
replace them. She’s a nightmare,” the 
source told TheDC.

Another source close to the organization 
said in a written statement, “Two beliefs 
unite nearly all gun control supporters: 
background checks save lives, and Shan-
non Watts is a self-promoting tyrant.”

Big trouble in little paradise
Everytown & Moms Demand Action
INTERNAL CONFLICT

A rich and famous athlete vs. an everyday LGBTQ Woman
A tale of two gun prosecutions in New Jersey
(New Jersey Second Amendment Society) 
- There’s two things NJ2AS members know 
all too well:

1. Justice is not equal in New Jersey
2. Gun Control laws in New Jersey are 
absolutely unjust

Unfortunately, especially for out-of-state citi-
zens unaware, when those two ideas clash 
the outcomes can be horrific depending on 
who you are.

For instance, former Philadephia Eagles  
Josh Huff was charged with possession 
of a handgun and having a small amount 
of marijuana after he was pulled over for 
speeding on the Walt Whitman Bridge. Ac-
cording to reports, Huff is getting 6 months 
of probation and, if he stays out of trouble, 
the charge will be wiped from his record.

However, Meg Fellenbaum, neither famous 
nor rich, is facing seven years in prison for 
having her guns legally locked in the trunk 
of her car.
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Coming	Events

Appleseed Rifle Marksmanship & Heritage 
Clinics
Email WI@appleseedinfo.org or visit
www.appleseedinfo.org 

United States Rifleman’s Association
info@usrifleman.org
USRifleman.org

Danville Rifle and Pistol Club
Find us on Facebook
Oakwood, IL

DeWitt County Sportsman’s Club
6 miles east of Clinton on Rt. 10
1st & 3rd Sundays 8:30am Breakfast!  $5.
DewittCountySC.com

Foosland Sportsmens Club
2nd and 4th Tuesdays:  Tuesday Night Trap-
shoots 6pm  
Splatterboard – Breakfast 6am, Splatterboard 
8am. January 1, February 12, March 12, April 9
2nd Sunday: Annie Shoot 10am for sign up
$5 Lunch available  
fooslandsportsmensclub.com

High Caliber Training Center
Urbana, IL
Concealed Carry League Tues & Thurs.
Wednesdays are Ladies’ Night
Thursdays are Date Night
Fridays are International Students Night
Classes on weekends.
Check website.  HighCaliberTrainingCenter.com

Leroy Rifle and Pistol Club
Every Thursday 4-9p:  50 Bird Trap Derby 
Dick Miller, 309-962-8102
rcmillerir2001@yahoo.com 

Westville Sportsmans Club
Trapshooting Practice open to the public
Every Wednesday 6p-10p
Trapshooting Games open to the public
Every Saturday 6p-10p
Kitchen open both nights. For more information, 
email nuthinbutdust@yahoo.com

Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges
Bloomington, IL
Tactical Pistol League Wednesday evenings 
(indoors)
Trap / indoor pistol ranges open to public 
Tuesday through Sunday 9:00am until close  
Check calendar at Darnalls.com

CI Shooting Sports
Normal, IL 
Events almost daily.  Check our calendar.
CIShootingSports.com 

St. Joseph Sportsman’s Club
Trap and skeet shooting, open to the public
Wednesdays 5p-10p, Saturdays Noon-4p 
217-469-2768  Memberships Available
stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.com

ISRA Range
Bonfield, IL
First Sunday:  Black Powder League, 9a-2p
Tom Fahrenbach 630-327-3820 or tef1@att.net
First Sunday 8:30 - Noon: Combat Pistol League 
& 3-Gun
John Newman 815-954-8389 
or combatpistolleague@gmail.com
For information about events,
see www.isra.org, or call 815-635-3198 

3rd Wednesday
6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Christian County
Locked and Loaded, Pana, IL  

2nd Sunday
1:00pm - 3:00pm 
Ogle County
Tri County Gun Club, Polo, IL

4th Friday
6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Greater Peoria Area
Chilicothe Sportsmen’s Club, Chilicothe, IL   

3rd Tuesday &
3rd Thursday 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
SangChris
Siddens Gun Range, Buckhart, IL

4th Wednesday 6:30pm 
Springfield, IL 
Springfield Shooting Center, Springfield, IL

2nd Thursday 6:30pm, 7:30pm Shooting 
Bloomington-Normal, IL
CI Shooting & Sports, Normal, IL

1st Wed. & 3rd Tues. 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Champaign County
High Caliber Training Center, Urbana, IL

2nd Monday 6:30p
Chicago Western Suburbs
Range at 355, Bolingbrook, IL  

One Mon./month, email for date 
Cook County O’Hare
Maxon Shooters Supply & Indoor Range
Des Plaines, IL  

3rd Monday 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
Kane County
GAT Guns, East Dundee, IL

2nd Tuesday 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Lake County
Bass Pro Shops, Gurnee, IL.  
Please email for dates 

Macon County
The Bullet Trap, Macon, IL
Email twaw.naconco1@yahoo.com  

Last Sunday 3:00pm - 5:00pm
Metro East (St. Louis area)
Town and Country Gun Club, Maryville, IL

First Tuesday 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Metro Peoria / River City
Allegiant Firearms, Peoria, IL  

3rd Monday 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Sangamon-Menard
MTM Arms, Athens, IL  

3rd Friday 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Sauk Valley
Sinnissippi Rod and Gun Club Sterling, IL  

2nd Tuesday 6:00pm - 7:00pm 
Vermilion County
Quick Draw Gun Range, Danville, IL

3rd Thursday 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Coles / Cumberland
X-Ring Custom in Toledo, IL

3rd Thursday 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Pocahontas
Rampart Range, Pocahontas, IL

DeWitt County:  Coming soon.

2nd Sunday 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Little Egypt
Tombstone Gun Range and Training 
Center, Marion

2nd Tuesday 6:00pm - 8:00pm
McHenry County
On Target Range, Crystal Lake

2nd Friday 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Quad Cities East
JW’s Shooting Parlor, Geneseo

2nd Tuesday 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Winnebago County
KAP Guns, Lovespark, IL

June 5th: Sangamon County
Scheels
3801 S MacArthur, Springfield, IL

June 6th: Pontiac
VFW Post 886
531 W Lincoln, Pontiac, IL

June 1st: Peoria
Childers Banquet & Catering
3113 Dries Lane, Peoria, IL 
 
June 13th: Champaign Co.
Knights of Columbus
1001 N. Ohio, Rantoul, IL 61866

June 15th:  Charleston
U Hotel Conference Center, 920 W 
Lincoln Ave., Charleston, IL 61920. 

May 28th / June 25th: Chicago-
land
DA’s Deli and Dining
7260 West 159th Street, Orland Park, IL
Dinner 4:00pm Meeting 5:30pm

Great speakers.  Great people.  
Great time.  Join us!  Bring the family.

Ranges

Staff

John Boch
Executive Director
jboch@gunssavelife.com
217-649-3702

Officers

Steve Davis
President
sdavis@gunssavelife.com
309-335-1311

Adrienne Logue 
Vice-President
alogue@gunssavelife.com
217-419-8643

Stacey Sweeney
Treasurer 
eightsweeneys@gmail.com
309 349-5753

Lois Morton
Corporate Secretary
lotheangel@reagan.com

Eric ‘Bear’ St. Pierre
Immediate Past President
estpierre@gunssavelife.com
217-480-2327

Directors
Annette Chapman
ac@pistolprepacademy.net
309-830-7183

Kay Davis
kayanndavis@gmail.com 
309-289-6656

Joel Gain
joelgain37@yahoo.com 
217-632-3267

Ken Miller
kmiller@gunssavelife.com

John Olden
john.gsl@olden.org
725-333-2676

Racheal Puckett
Since1776antiques@gmail.com
217-419-1235

Ryan Sweeney
eightsweeneys@gmail.com
309 830-8473

Tina Swim
biotech_fan@yahoo.com
217 549-0929

Regional Directors
Champaign County
Vacant

Pontiac
Jackie Gragson
jng8706@yahoo.com
815-257-8706

Charleston Co-Director
Bill Harrison
mrbil1@juno.com
217-345-2556

Charleston Co-Director
Justin Bawcum
bawcumj@gunssavelife.com
217-508-2405

Peoria
Currently vacant

Chicagoland
Alfreda Keith Keller
fredaka9@comcast.net
708-800-5263

Sangamon County
Jay Ater 
datinmanjay@hotmail.com
217-473-7450

Team Leaders
Warren Drake 
GunNews Distribution 
217-898-9602 

Tim Hortberg
GunNews Editor 
gunnewseditor@gunssavelife.
com
217-741-9929

VACANT
Burma Signs Team
(contact Pres. Steve Davis)

Jim Henry
Gun Show and Trade Shows
twilliams@gunssavelife.com
217-766-9961

Ken & Amber Miller
Membership Service
kmiller@gunssavelife.com

Contact Us & Hate Mail:
JBoch@GunsSaveLife.com

LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

GSL MEETINGS!
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Civil rights giant Rhonda Ezell walks the walk when it comes to promoting civil 
rights in Chicagoland.  Great work, Rhonda!

Rhonda Ezell profiled in Chicago Sun-Times
by Frank Main
Chicago (Sun-Times) - Rhonda Ezell 
was really sick.

Suffering from kidney failure, lung dis-
ease and other ailments, she didn’t like 
to venture very far from her South Side 
home.

But to obtain a new Chicago firearms 
permit to keep a gun in her home in 
2010, she had to go through hours of 
training — and Chicago didn’t have any 
public shooting ranges within the city 
limits.

So Ezell, a longtime gun-rights support-
er, drove to a northwest suburban range 
more than 50 miles away in Dundee to 
practice on targets.

Sun-Times photo.

On July 12, 2010, the city of Chicago’s 
new handgun ordinance took effect, and 
Ezell went to police headquarters at 
35th and Michigan to apply for a permit. 
She wore a jacket with Illinois State 
Rifle Association patches. Other ISRA 
members were there, too, including 
Richard Pearson, executive director of 
the association.

According to Ezell, that’s when the 
group persuaded her to become the 
lead plaintiff in a lawsuit against Chicago 
that successfully overturned a ban on 
gun ranges within the city limits.

“We talked about me having to go all 
the way to Dundee, and we concluded 
my rights were violated,” she says. “And 
Ezell v. Chicago was born.”

After suffering a series of legal losses 
in the case, city officials allowed ranges 
in the city but only in manufacturing 
districts with a special-use permit — 
and at least 500 feet from residential 
areas, libraries, schools, liquor stores, 

churches and day-care centers. That put 
98 percent of the city out of bounds for a 
shooting range.

Then, the federal appeals court in Chi-
cago found those restrictions too bur-
densome. The Chicago City Council is 
now grappling with loosening the zoning 
requirements for public shooting ranges 
in the city. No ranges have opened yet 
in Chicago.

For Ezell, who’s 49 and feeling better 
after receiving a kidney transplant, her 
court victories have filled her with elation 
— and scorn for the city’s elected of-
ficials, including Mayor Rahm Emanuel.

“The mayor walks around every day with 
armed security paid for by the taxpayers 
of Chicago, yet he doesn’t want you to 
go to a gun range and be efficient with 
the firearm you choose to have in your 
home for the safety of you or your loved 
ones,” she says.

Ezell says she got her state firearm 
owner’s identification card when she 
was 18. But she didn’t buy a gun until 
years later, when gang members were 
harassing her son in Englewood, where 
she lived at the time.

After she moved to Woodlawn, she says 
her gun gave her a sense of security, 
though she acknowledges she was vio-
lating the city’s handgun ban at the time.

Now that she’s the lead plaintiff in the 
shooting-range lawsuit against the city, 
she’s become a celebrity of sorts in 
gun-rights circles. She started her own 
organization, which she has provoca-
tively named Chicago Guns Matter, a 
takeoff on Black Lives Matter.

... Ezell says she’s now working on 
educating the next generation on how to 
use firearms for self-defense. She says 
she takes her 6-year-old granddaughter 
to a gun range.

“I feel like I’ve taught her just about 
everything else, from cooking to writing 
to reading and things of that nature,” 
she says. “Why not take her to the gun 
range?

“I want her to be able to protect herself if 
she needs to. But I want her to under-
stand that a firearm is not a bad tool.”

Memorial Day.

A young woman lays down on the grave of U.S. Marine Corps Lance Corporal Noah Pier 
on Memorial Day at Arlington National Cemetery May 31, 2010 in Arlington, Virginia. Pier 
was killed Feburary 12, 2010 in Marja, Afghanistan.  Getty Images photo by Chip Somodevilla.

Hero police dog took 
bullet meant for deputy, 
sheriff says
Update: Casper is recovering well after 
surgery and was released on Saturday. 
The Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office 
released a new video showing him heading 
home.

Jupiter, FL (CBS News) -- Authorities say a 
man was shot and killed after two separate 
shootouts with South Florida deputies while 
a police dog took a bullet during one of the 
shootouts. 

The Palm Beach Post reports that 46-year-
old Philip O’Shea died Friday evening. Palm 
Beach County Sheriff Ric Bradshaw says 
O’Shea had an extensive criminal history 
and was wanted in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
in connection with a May 2 motel robbery. 

Bradshaw said deputies saw the suspect, 
and chased the suspect before he crashed 
the vehicle, CBS affiliate WPEC reports. 
Gunfire was exchanged between deputies 
and the suspect was killed. 

PBSO K-9 Officer Casper took a bullet in 
the gunfire that was meant for his partner, 
Bradshaw said. K-9 Officer Casper is in 
surgery and is expected to survive.

We are diminished
Bob Owens dead at 46
(NBC News) - Robert Eugene Owens, the 
editor of popular Second Amendment ad-
vocacy blog BearingArms.com, was found 
dead Monday morning in what authorities 
have ruled a suicide.

The 46-year-old was found by authorities 
outside of his North Carolina home next to 
a stop sign around 11 a.m. on Monday, the 
Fuquay-Varina Police Department said. A 
firearm was located near Owens.

“The cause of death in this case has been 
ruled suicide through means of self-inflicted 
gunshot wound to the head,” police officials 
confirmed in a statement.

The site’s co-editor, Jenn Jaques, posted a 
tribute to Owens’ on the website on Monday 
night titled “We are Diminished-- R.I.P. Bob 
Owens.”

“In the end, all that matters is he that will be 
sorely missed, and the truth is that we will 
never know what truly happened,” the post 
reads. “What we do know is that while Bob 
was a huge part of the [Second Amend-
ment] world, he was first and foremost a 
son, brother, husband, father, and friend.”

Owens was married to Christine Zamzow 
Owens and had two children ages 9 and 17, 
according to Bearing Arms.

Photo via CBS North Carolina.
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Sharp Defense
Jim Sharp

N.R.A. & Illinois Concealed Carry Classes
Paxton, IL

Champaign, Vermilion Counties and beyond

Call 217 379-3652 
email:  training@sharpcs.com

Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members. ACT NOW!
Come join a growing club, with dual, independent ranges, a nice clubhouse and 
permissive rules which allow shooters to practice shooting from holsters, double-
taps and so forth.  Centrally located on Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, IL 
(15423 State Highway 10).  Great people and a warm atmosphere.  Facilities 
include a 100+ yard rifle range range, handgun range, clubhouse, and more.  An 
archery range is also available.  Dues are $50/year plus two 
work days.

You can download an application at our website: dewittcoun-
tysc.com  or by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. Sportsman’s 
Club; PO Box 322; Clinton, IL 61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?

Preparedness Expo
Saturday, August 5th

(GSL) - Imagine waiting 87 minutes for a police response after calling 9-1-1 to report a 
home invasion in progress.  It happened in Dallas in recent days, as detailed in a story 
by WFAA-TV.  

Thankfully, the man escaped the invasion with his life, but not his property.  Obviously, 
the robbers had plenty of time to scamper far, far away before five-oh arrived.  For 
those who think police will rescue them from criminal attack in Dallas, the alarming 
incident has proven itself a big wake-up call for them.

Let’s face it:  The only thing that stops bad people with evil in their heart is a good guy 
with a gun.  A person can take proactive control of their safety as a gun owner.  

Or alternatively, the imprudent among us may eschew gun ownership and rely on 
agents of the government to save them.  For those ill-prepared, they may actually 
welcome the words “We’re from the government and we’re here to help!”

Protection can be in your hand, or it can be parked at another crime scene.  It’s your 
choice.  

You don’t have to be a defenseless victim of violent crime.  Buy a gun.  Get training.  
Practice.  Stay safe.

Need a cop?  Be prepared to wait.
When seconds counted, 
Dallas police were only 87 minutes away


